






Eggs (Huevos)
Eggs (huevos) are quite popular in the Spanish-speaking world, but not
for breakfast. Refer to the following list to ask for eggs prepared the way
you like them:

fried with spicy fritos rancheros
tomato sauce

hard-boiled duros

omelette una tortilla

poached escalfados

scrambled revueltos

Cooking It to Perfection
To ensure that your main course is cooked to your liking, specify how
you want it by saying: Lo (La, Los, Las) quiero . . . (I want it . . . )

baked horneado

boiled hervido

fried frito

grilled asado a la parrilla

roasted rostizado

rare poco asado

medium a término medio

well-done bien cocido

Herbs, Condiments, and Spices 
(Las Hierbas, los Condimentos y las Especias)
Use the following words to specify what seasonings you would like in
your meal:

butter la mantequilla

garlic el ajo

jam, jelly la mermelada

mayonnaise la mayonesa

mustard la mostaza

oil el aceite
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parsley el perejil

pepper (black) la pimienta

pepper (red) el pimiento

saffron el azafrán

salt la sal

sugar el azúcar

Drinks (Las Bebidas)
If you would like to order a beverage, una bebida, look for something
listed here:

beer la cerveza

champagne el champán

cocoa el chocolate

coffee el café
black solo
with milk con leche
decaffeinated descafeinado

juice el jugo

mineral water el agua mineral

milk la leche

tea el té

wine el vino 

If you want to be specific about a type of juice, use de + the name of the
fruit: el jugo de naranja (orange juice).

The Spanish usually drink wine with dinner. The wines you might
order include the following:

red wine el vino tinto

white wine el vino blanco

dry wine el vino seco

champagne el champán
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Desserts (Los Postres)
Desserts are always a sweet ending to a delicious meal. Consider order-
ing one of the following:

caramel custard el flan

cookies las galletitas

ice cream el helado

marzipan el marzapán

pie el pastel

rice pudding el arroz con leche

sponge cake el bizcocho

yogurt el yogur

TABLE SETTINGS
If something is missing from your place setting or if you need something
additional at the table, use the following terms to ask your server as 
follows:

I need . . . Necesito . . .

I’m missing . . . Me falta(n) . . .

bowl un tazón

cup una taza

dinner plate un plato

fork un tenedor

glass un vaso

knife un cuchillo

menu un menú

napkin una servilleta

saucer un platillo

teaspoon una cucharita

tablespoon una cuchara

wine glass una copa

A waiter is called el camarero and a waitress is called la camarera.
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RESTAURANT ETIQUETTE
When reserving a table, you can use the following information:

I would like to reserve a Quisiera reservar una mesa . . .
table . . .

for this evening. para esta noche.

for tomorrow evening. para mañana por la noche.

for Saturday evening. para el sábado por la noche.

for six people at 8:00 P.M. para seis personas a las ocho de la noche.

on the terrace. en la terraza.

To find out about the menu, you would ask:

What is today’s specialty? ¿Cuál es el plato del día?

What do you recommend? ¿Qué recomienda Ud.?

What is the house specialty? ¿Cuál es la especialidad de la casa?

Good manners dictate that when your meal arrives, you wish your fellow
diners buen provecho, a hearty appetite.

DIETARY RESTRICTIONS
Whether because of personal preference, or in order to follow the advice
of a doctor, it is very important to be able to express any dietary restric-
tions you might have:

I am on a diet. Estoy a régimen (dieta).

I’m a vegetarian. Soy vegetariano(a).

I can’t have anything made No puedo comer nada con . . .
with . . .

I can’t have . . . No puedo tomar . . .

dairy products productos lácteos.

alcohol alcohol.

saturated fats grasas saturadas.

shellfish mariscos.

I’m looking for a dish Estoy buscando un plato . . .
(that is) . . .

0 6 : 0 0  • S P E A K I N G  O F  F O O D

231

19 (221-234) chapter 0600  8/1/03  10:39 AM  Page 231



high in fiber. con mucha fibra.

kosher. comida permitida por la religión judía.

low in cholesterol. con poco colesterol.

low in fat. con poca grasa.

low in sodium. con poca sal.

non-dairy. no lácteos.

salt-free. sin sal.

sugar-free. sin azúcar.

with . . . con . . .

without . . . sin . . .

without artificial coloring sin colorantes artificiales

without preservatives sin preservativos

PROBLEMS
If your meal isn’t up to par, explain the problem using the phrases in this
list.

It . . . El (La) . . .

is cold está frío(a)

is too rare está demasiado crudo(a)

is overcooked está sobrecocido(a)

is burned está quemado(a)

is too salty está muy salado(a)

At the end of the meal, to ask for the check, you would say: La cuenta,
por favor. (The check, please.)
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TIME’S UP!

1. Ask the butcher for 500 grams of meat.

2. Say that you will begin your meal with snails.

3. Name a vegetable you like.

4. Say you want your dish cooked medium.

5. Order a dessert.

6. Say you need another wine glass because yours is dirty.

7. Reserve a table for this evening for four people at 9:30 P.M.
on the terrace.

8. Ask for today’s specialty.

9. Explain that you can’t have any dairy products.

10. Ask for the check.
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MASTER THESE SKILLS

• Going to the pharmacy

• Using prepositional modifiers

• Expressing medical problems

• Going to the doctor

• Asking and answering “how long?”

In this chapter you’ll learn how to get the

drugstore items and medical attention 

you need. You’ll also learn how to use body 

language to convey your feelings and to 

say how long you’ve been suffering.
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AT THE PHARMACY
If you’ve accidentally left a toiletry article at home, run out of something
you need, or are just feeling under the weather, you’ll probably want to
take a fast trip to a local pharmacy.

Una farmacia, easily identifiable by a green cross above the door, sells
prescription drugs, over-the-counter medications, and items intended for
personal hygiene. When the pharmacy is closed, there may be a sign on
the door indicating where a nearby all-night pharmacy, una farmacia de
guardia (de turno) is located.

To ask for an over-the-counter cure, you would say: ¿Tiene Ud. algo
para . . . ? (Do you have a cure for . . . ?)

To fill a prescription, tell the druggist:

Necesito esta medicina. I need this medication.

¿Podría Ud. preparar esta Could you please fill this prescription 
receta (en seguida)? (immediately)?

If you’re looking for a product you can purchase off the shelf, begin by
telling a clerk what you’re looking for and then use the words listed
below to express your needs:

Busco . . . I’m looking for . . .

Necesito . . . I need . . .

¿Tiene Ud . . . ? Do you carry . . . ?

ITEM SPANISH

aspirin la aspirina

bandages las vendas

brush un cepillo

condoms los condones

cough syrup el jarabe para la tos

deodorant el desodorante

makeup el maquillaje

mouthwash el elixir bucal

razor la maquinilla de afeitar

sanitary napkins las toallas higiénicas

scissors las tijeras

shampoo el champú
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shaving cream la crema de afeitar

sleeping pills las pastillas para dormir

soap (bar) una barra de jabon

tampons los tampones

thermometer un termómetro

tissues los pañuelos de papel

toothbrush el cepillo de dientes

toothpaste la pasta dentífrica

If you’re traveling with a baby, you might need the following:

bottle un biberón

diapers (disposable) los pañales (desechables)

pacifier un chupón

PREPOSITIONAL MODIFIERS
Prepositions relate two elements of a sentence. Some of the examples
below use the preposition in the Spanish version but not in the English
one.

• Noun to noun: Me corté el dedo del pie. (I cut my toe.)
• Verb to verb: Empieza a llorar. (He begins to cry.)
• Verb to noun: Ella trabaja con sus manos. (She works with 

her hands.)
• Verb to pronoun: Ella habla bien de él. (She speaks well about him.)
• A preposition + a noun modifying another noun is equivalent to 

an adjective:

el jarabe para la tos cough medicine

las gotas para los ojos eye drops

las hojas de afeitar razor blades

los pañuelos de papel paper handkerchiefs (tissues)

• A preposition + a noun modifying a verb is equivalent to an adverb:
El doctor trabaja con cuidado. (The doctor works carefully.)

Note the following about the use of prepositions:

• The preposition para or de + noun is used to express the use, 
the function, or the characteristic of an object:
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el jarabe para la tos cough syrup

una bolsa de hielo ice pack

un dedo del pie toe

• The preposition para or de + verb may be used to describe the 
purpose of a noun:

la loción para broncearse suntan lotion

la maquinilla de afeitar electric razor

• The preposition de + noun is used to express the source, the goal, 
or the content of an object:

la almohadilla de calefacción heating pad

los pañuelos de papel tissues

PARTS OF THE BODY
If illness strikes while you are traveling, it is best to know the parts of the
body so that you can describe exactly what ails you.

BODY PART SPANISH BODY PART SPANISH

ankle el tobillo lip el labio

arm el brazo lung el pulmón

back la espalda mouth la boca

chest el pecho nail la uña

ear la oreja neck el cuello

elbow el codo nose la nariz

eye el ojo shoulder el hombro

face la cara skin la piel

finger el dedo stomach el estómago

foot el pie throat la garganta

hand la mano toe el dedo del pie

head la cabeza tongue la lengua

heart el corazón tooth el diente

knee la rodilla wrist la muñeca

leg la pierna
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MEDICAL PROBLEMS
When someone is concerned about your health, you would expect to
hear:

¿Qué le (te) pasa? What’s the matter with you?

¿Cómo está(s)? How are you?

To say that you or someone else has an ache or hurt, you could answer
in one of two ways:

1. Use the verb tener (to have) to express what you have and where.
Remember to conjugate tener and use the correct form of de: Tengo
dolor de . . . (I have a . . . ache.): Tiene dolor de cabeza. (She has a
headache.)

Although Spanish speakers use tener to express what’s bothering
them, English may not include the word have: Tengo dolor de oídos. 
(My ears hurt.)

2. Use the verb doler (to hurt) plus an indirect object to express that
something hurts. Pay special attention to the following:

• Use the appropriate indirect object pronoun to refer to those who
might be in pain. Literally, you are explaining the body part is 
hurting (to + person). The indirect object pronouns are:

me to me nos to us

te to you os to you

le to him, her les to them

• Use the correct form of the definite article (el, la, los, las) that agrees
with the body part in question. (See the list on page 238 for the
names of the body parts with their corresponding definite article.)
Because the indirect object pronoun is used, it would be redundant
to use the possessive adjective.

• Doler must agree in number (singular or plural) with the part that is
hurting:

singular: duele

plural: duelen

Me duelen los oídos. My ears hurt me.

Le duele la espalda. His back hurts.

Should you need to explain your symptoms to the doctor, use the words
in the following list. Preface your explanation with: Tengo . . . (I have 
(a/an) . . .)
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SYMPTOM SPANISH SYMPTOM SPANISH

broken bone un hueso roto indigestion la indigestión

cough una tos infection una infección

cramp un calambre migraine una jaqueca

cut una cortadura pain un dolor

diarrhea la diarrea sprain una torcedura

fever una fiebre

Other expressions for health symptoms you may need to know include:

I’m coughing a lot. Estoy tosiendo mucho.

I’m sneezing. Estoy estornudando.

I’m bleeding. Estoy sangrando.

I’m nauseous. Tengo náuseas.

I’m constipated. Estoy estreñido(a).

I feel bad. Me siento mal.

I have trouble sleeping. No puedo dormir.

I’m exhausted. Estoy agotado(a).

I hurt everywhere. Me duele todo el cuerpo.

Use the following phrase when you need a dentist: Tengo un dolor de
muelas. (I’ve got a toothache.)

AT THE DOCTOR’S
A visit to the doctor will require that you answer these questions based
on your medical history. Some common medical problems are listed here:

Have you had . . . ? ¿Ha sufrido . . . ?

Do you suffer from . . . ? ¿Sufre Ud. de . . . ?

PROBLEM SPANISH

allergic reaction una reacción alérgica

asthma el asma

cancer el cáncer

cold un resfriado, un catarro
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dizziness el vértigo

flu la gripe

heart attack un ataque al corazón

stroke un ataque de apoplejía

To answer questions about your medical history say:

I’ve had . . . He sufrido . . . 

I suffer from . . . Sufro de . . .

You may also use the reflexive verb, sentirse (ie), to express how you feel:

I feel well. Me siento bien.

Do you feel very well? ¿Te sientes muy bien?

He (She, You) feel(s) better. Se siente mejor.

We feel poorly. Nos sentimos mal.

Do you feel very poorly? ¿Os sentís muy mal?

They (You) feel worse. Se sienten peor.

Asking and Answering “How Long?”
The phrases below suggest the different ways you may hear the question
that asks how long you’ve had your symptoms or complaints, and the
ways in which to answer correctly. The phrases vary in difficulty but all
mean the same thing:

QUESTION ANSWER

¿Desde cuándo . . . ? (Present tense) Desde hace . . .

Since when + present tense . . . ? (Present tense) Since + time . . .

¿Desde cuándo sufre Ud.? (Sufro) Desde hace una semana.

Since when have you been suffering? (I’ve suffered) Since last week.

¿Cuánto tiempo hace que . . . ? Hace + time + que +present tense.

How long has (have) . . . been . . . ? (Present tense) For + time

¿Cuánto tiempo hace que Ud. sufre? Hace dos días (que sufro).

(How long have you been suffering?) (I’ve been suffering) For two days.
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TIME’S UP!

To express these questions in the past, use the imperfect:

QUESTION ANSWER

¿Desde cuándo . . . Ud.? (Sufría) desde hacía . . .

How long had . . . been . . . ? (Imperfect) For + time.

¿Desde cuándo sufría Ud.? (Sufría) Desde hacía un día.

How long had you been suffering? (I had suffered) For one day.

¿Cuánto tiempo hacía que . . . Hacía + time (+ que + imperfect).

How long had . . . been . . . ? It had been + time.

¿Cuánto tiempo hacía que Ud. sufría. Hacía una semana (que sufría).

How long had you been suffering? It had been a week.

If you need to pay a visit to the doctor or dentist, you might ask the
concierge, el conserje, at your hotel: ¿Dónde está el consultorio del doctor
(del dentista) más cercano? (Where is the nearest doctor’s [dentist’s] office?)

The doctor’s office is referred to as el consultorio, the waiting room is
la sala de espera, and the nurse is el (la) enfermero(a).

Before paying the doctor’s bill, la nota or la factura, remember to ask:
¿Podría darme un recibo para mi seguro médico? (Could you please give
me a receipt for my medical insurance?)

1. Ask to have a prescription filled immediately.

2. Say that you’re looking for aspirin.

3. Ask where they have tissues.

4. Say you have a headache.

5. Ask someone what’s the matter.

6. Say that your feet hurt.

7. Say that you have a toothache.

8. You have the flu. Give your symptoms.

9. Say you suffer from dizziness.

10. Tell how long you’ve been suffering.
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MASTER THESE SKILLS

• Selecting clothing

• Selecting sizes and getting alterations

• Expressing a problem

• Selecting colors

• Making a purchase

In this chapter you’ll learn how to 

describe and buy clothing in just the 

right size. You’ll also learn how to give 

your opinion about items you see, and 

how to use demonstrative pronouns.
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CLOTHING
While traveling you’ll undoubtedly want to do some shopping, or at least
some window shopping. Articles of clothing (la ropa) that you may want
to purchase are listed here:

CLOTHING/ACCESSORY SPANISH

bathing suit el traje de baño

belt el cinturón

blouse la blusa

boots las botas

bra el sostén

briefs los calzoncillos

coat el abrigo

dress el vestido

gloves los guantes

handkerchief el pañuelo

hat el sombrero

jacket la chaqueta

jacket (men’s) el saco

jeans los vaqueros

lingerie la ropa interior femenina

pajamas las pijámas

panties los pantaloncillos de mujer, pantaletas

pants los pantalones

panty hose, tights las pantimedias

pocketbook la bolsa

raincoat el impermeable

robe la bata

scarf la bufanda

shirt la camisa

shoes los zapatos

shorts los pantalones cortos
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skirt la falda

sneakers los tenis

socks los calcetines

sports coat la chaqueta deportiva

stockings las medias

suit el traje

sweater el suéter

tie la corbata

T-shirt la camiseta, la playera

underwear la ropa interior

wallet la cartera

If you are looking for a particular department in a store, ask for el
departamento de: ¿Dónde está el departamento de ropa para hombres
(mujeres)? (Where is the department for men’s [women’s] clothing?)

To tell the salesperson what you are looking for, say:

I’m looking for . . . Busco . . .

I need . . . Necesito . . .

I would like . . . Quisiera . . .

SIZES
Europe and Latin America use the metric system; consequently, their cloth-
ing sizes are different from ours. The conversion chart on page 246 will
help determine the sizes you wear. You will be asked your size as follows:

¿Qué talla es Ud.? What is your size (clothing)?

¿Qué número calza Ud.? What is your size (shoes)?

To give an appropriate answer for clothing, say:

Soy una talla . . . I wear . . .

Mi talla es . . . My size is . . . 

pequeña small

mediana medium

grande large
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Or give the number of your size: Mi talla es treinta y ocho. (I wear size
38.) For shoes, you would say: Mi número es . . . (I wear shoe size . . . )

Women’s Shoes

American 5–51⁄2 6–61⁄2 7–71⁄2 8–81⁄2 9–91⁄2 10–101⁄2

Continental 36 37 38 39 40 41

Women’s Dresses and Suits

American 0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

Continental 28 30 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 46

Men’s Shoes

American 7 71⁄2 8 81⁄2 9–91⁄2 10–101⁄2 11–111⁄2

Continental 39 40 41 42 43 44 45

Men’s Shirts

American 14 141⁄2 15 151⁄2 16 161⁄2 17 171⁄2

Continental 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

Men’s Suits

American 34 36 38 40 42 44 46 48

Continental 44 46 48 50 52 54 56 58

If the item you select is too small or too large, you can ask for the appro-
priate size as follows:

Quisiera una talla más grande. I would like the next larger size.

Quisiera una talla más pequeña. I would like the next smaller size.

ALTERATIONS
There might be times when you buy something and need to have it
altered, or need to repair the clothing you have. You will have to find 
a tailor, un sastre (oon sahs-treh), or a shoemaker, un zapatero (oon sah-
pah-teh-roh), who can help you. The words listed below will help you
describe the problem or the parts of the garment in need of servicing. An
appropriate way to begin your conversation is: ¿Podría Ud. remendar
este (esta, estos, estas) . . . por favor? (Could you please alter [repair])
this . . . ?)
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PART SPANISH

button el botón

cuff (shirt) el puño

cuff (pants) la vuelta

heel el tacón

hem el bajo, el ruedo

lining el forro

pleat el pliegue, la pinza

pocket el bolsillo

sleeve la manga

waist la cintura

zipper el cierre

If you need a dressing room to change your clothes, ask: ¿Dónde está el
vestuario?

PROBLEMS
To explain a problem to a salesperson or a tailor, you would say:

No me gusta(n). I don’t like it (them).

No me queda(n) bien. It doesn’t (They don’t) suit (fit) me.

And then give your reasons:

El (La) es demasiado . . . It is too . . .

Los (Las) son demasiados . . . They are too . . .

Remember to add an s to the adjective when using the plural:

La camisa es demasiada holgada. The shirt is too baggy.

Los pantalones son demasiados holgados. The pants are too baggy.

ADJECTIVE SPANISH

baggy holgado(a)

long largo(a)

loose holgado(a), suelto(a)
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low-cut escotado(a)

narrow estrecho(a)

short corto(a)

small pequeño(a)

tight apretado(a)

wide ancho(a)

If you’re still not satisfied, ask or say:

Do you have anything . . . ? ¿Tiene Ud. algo . . . ?

Show me something . . . Muéstreme algo . . .

more inexpensive más barato

more expensive más caro

smaller más pequeño

larger más grande

shorter más corto

longer más largo

else más

When your clothing has been adjusted to your liking, you might respond:

I like it (them). Me gusta(n).

It fits me perfectly. Me queda perfectamente.

It suits (fits) me. Me queda bien.

It’s elegant. Es elegante.

It’s nice. Es agradable.

It’s practical. Es práctico.

COLORS
To describe your color preferences, use the colors in this list:

COLOR SPANISH COLOR SPANISH

beige beige blue azul

black negro(a) brown café

C O U N T D O W N  T O  S P A N I S H

248

21 (243-252) chapter 0400  8/1/03  10:39 AM  Page 248



gray gris purple morado(a)

green verde red rojo(a)

navy azul marino white blanco(a)

orange anaranjado(a) yellow amarillo(a)

pink rosa

To clarify a color as light, add the word claro. To clarify a color as dark,
add the word oscuro.

light green verde claro

dark blue azul oscuro

To express your color preference, use the definite article (el, la, los, or
las) that agrees with the noun and say:

What color do you prefer? I prefer red.

¿Qué color prefiere? Prefiero el rojo.

To express what color you would like to have a garment, use the prepo-
sition en before the name of the color:

What color shirt do you want? ¿En qué color prefiere Ud. la camisa?

I want it in blue. La prefiero en azúl.

The definite article can be used to express “the one” as follows:

• el (la, los, las) + adjective : la corbata azul (the blue tie), la azul
(the blue one).

• el (la, los, las) + de: el suéter de lana (the wool sweater), el de lana
(the wool one).

• el (la, los, las) + que: las camisas que compré (the shirts I bought),
las que compré (the ones I bought).

Remember to put the Spanish adjective in its proper place. Refer to
Chapter 19:00 for a refresher course.

a white sweater un suéter blanco

a red skirt una falda roja

white sweaters suéteres blancos

white skirts faldas blancas
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FABRICS
Tell your salesperson if you are interested in a certain fabric. The follow-
ing list gives the materials (las telas) that are popular.

MATERIAL SPANISH

cotton el algodón

leather el cuero, la piel

linen el hilo

nylon el nilón

silk la seda

suede la gamuza

wool la lana

Use the preposition de to express that an item of clothing is made out of
a certain material: Quisiera un vestido de seda. (I’d like a silk dress.)

THE NEUTER LO
The neuter lo can be used with an adjective, with que, or with a past
participle to express what (in the sense of that which) when discussing
things you can buy, or in common, general situations:

• lo + adjective: Compro sólo lo necesario. (I only buy what is 
necessary.)

• lo + que: Muéstreme lo que compró. (Show me what you bought.)

PATTERNS
When selecting a garment, the pattern can make a difference in how you
look. Use the phrase below with the patterns listed to select what will be
best for you:

I need something . . . Necesito algo . . .

PATTERN SPANISH

checked de cuadros

in a solid color de color liso

in plaid de tartán

striped con rayas
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SALES
If you’re interested in purchasing something on sale, you would ask:

Are there . . . ? ¿Hay . . . ?

discounts ganga, rebajas

sales saldos, ventas

MAKING A PURCHASE
Don’t forget to ask for the price:

¿Cuánto cuesta . . . ? How much is . . .

¿Cuánto cuestan . . . ? How much are . . .

If you want to have an item of clothing custom-made, use the verb hacer
followed by an infinitive, meaning “to make (have) someone do some-
thing,” “to have something done,” “to cause to do,” or “to be done.”
The construction mandar + hacer may also be used:

Ella hace tejer un suéter. She is having a sweater knit.

Él manda hacer un traje. He is having a suit made.

Hacer and the infinitive form a unit. All nouns follow this unit and all
pronouns precede it.

Me hizo comprar este abrigo. He made me buy this coat.

Me lo hizo comprar. He made me buy it.

GETTING MEASURED
If you need your measurements taken, speak to the tailor, el sastre, or the
dressmaker, el (la) modisto(a), and ask: ¿Podría tomarme las medidas?
(Could you please take my measurements?)
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TIME’S UP!

1. Tell what size pants you wear.

2. Give your shoe size.

3. Tell someone his suit is in style.

4. Ask for the children’s department.

5. Describe what you are wearing today.

6. Ask for the dressing room.

7. Ask to have your pants altered.

8. Ask the salesperson if you can see something else.

9. Ask the salesperson to show you a red and white checked shirt.

10. Ask if there are any sales today.
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MASTER THESE SKILLS

• Navigating the airport

• Getting to the train station

• Traveling by car

• Dealing with problems on the road

• Dealing with an accident

In this chapter you’ll learn how to get

around the airport and then around the

country by train and by car. You’ll also 

learn how to use the passive voice.
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AT THE AIRPORT
Although there are plenty of signs pointing you in various directions in
an airport, it’s a good idea to become acquainted with the words that
may be unfamiliar to you. The terms you need in order to get around an
airport quickly and efficiently are listed below. To get your bearings,
start with this expression: ¿Dónde está(n) . . . ? (Where is [are] . . . ?)

TERM SPANISH

airline la aerolínea

airport el aeropuerto

arrival la llegada

baggage claim area el reclamo de equipaje

bathrooms los baños, los servicios

(to) cancel cancelar

carry-on luggage el equipaje de mano

customs la aduana

departure la salida

destination el destino

exit la salida

flight el vuelo
domestic nacional
international internacional

gate la puerta

information la información

landing el aterrizaje

currency exchange el cambio de dinero

passport control el control de pasaportes

suitcase la maleta

take-off el despegue

terminal la terminal aerea

ticket el boleto

trip el viaje
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NOTE

To express that you are flying standby, say: Tengo un billete (un boleto) 
en lista de espera. (I have a stand-by ticket.)

Some key questions you may want to ask include:

Is the flight late in arriving (departing)? ¿El vuelo llega (sale) con retraso?

Is there a delay? ¿Hay una demora?

Where does this flight originate? ¿En dónde se origina este vuelo?

Is the flight canceled? ¿Está anulado este vuelo?

At what time is take-off? ¿A qué hora sale el avión?

Are there empty seats? ¿Hay asientos libres?

Is the flight full? ¿El vuelo está completo (lleno)?

Are there any stopovers? Where? ¿Hace escalas? ¿Dónde?

What cities does this airline serve? ¿A cuáles ciudades presta servicio 
esta línea?

You should also familiarize yourself with the words and phrases describ-
ing the inside of the plane. You can never tell when these terms will come
in handy:

TERM SPANISH

airplane el avión

aisle el pasillo

baggage compartment el compartimento de equipaje

blanket la manta

crew la tripulación

life vest el chaleco salvavidas

passenger el pasajero

seat el asiento

seatbelt el cinturón de seguridad

tray la bandeja
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AT THE TRAIN STATION
The following list gives you the words you need to know for train travel.

WORD SPANISH

compartment el departamento
smoking fumadores
nonsmoking no fumadores

platform el andén

schedule el horario

station la estación

ticket el billete
first class de primera clase
second class de segunda clase
one-way de ida
round-trip de ida y vuelta

TRAVEL BY CAR
Many tourists opt to see the countryside and discover out-of-the-way
places by renting a car at a local car agency (un alquiler de carros). Use
the phrases below if this is your plan:

I would like to rent a . . .

Quisiera alquilar una . . . (make of car).

I prefer automatic transmission.

Prefiero el cambio automático.

How much does it cost per day (per week) (per kilometer)?

¿Cuánto cuesta por día (por semana) (por kilómetro)?

How much is the insurance?

¿Cuánto cuesta el seguro?

Is the mileage included?

¿Está incluida el kilometraje?

Do you accept credit cards? Which ones?

¿Acepta Ud. tarjetas de crédito? ¿Cuáles?
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The Car’s Exterior and Interior
Familiarize yourself with the words listed below in case you have to
describe a problem with the car’s exterior.

EXTERIOR PARTS SPANISH

battery la batería

gas tank el tanque de gasolina

headlight el faro delantero

hood la capota

hubcap el tapacubos

license plate la placa de matrícula

motor el motor

muffler el silenciador

rearview mirror el retrovisor

tail light el faro trasero

tire la goma, la llanta

transmission la transmisión

trunk la cajuela, el baúl

wheel la rueda

windshield el parabrisas

windshield wiper el limpiaparabrisas

Once you’ve made sure that everything on the outside is in good work-
ing order, check the car’s interior and refer to any problems you have by
using the terms below.

INTERIOR PARTS SPANISH

accelerator el acelerador

air bag la bolsa de aire

brakes los frenos

clutch pedal el embrague

turn signal la direccional

gear shift el cambio de velocidades
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NOTE

glove compartment la guantera

ignition la ignición

steering wheel el volante

Un semáforo or una luz de tráfico refers to a traffic light and is often
followed by rojo (red) or verde (green). The number of lights you have 
to pass is often used in giving directions: Doble a la derecha en el 
segundo semáforo. (Turn right at the second light.) Una carretera de 
peaje (de cuota) is a toll road.

Measuring Distances
In Europe, distance is measured in kilometers. Refer to the following list
for the approximate equivalents.

MILES KILOMETERS

0.62 1

3.1 5

6.2 10

12.4 20

31 50

62 100

Problems on the Road
Here are some phrases you will need if you have car problems:

Could you help me please? ¿Podría ayudarme por favor?

The car has broken down. El coche se ha averiado.

Where is the nearest gas ¿Dónde está la gasolinería 
station (garage)? (el garaje) más cercano?

. . . doesn’t (don’t) work. . . . no funciona(n).

Please check . . . Inspeccione Ud. por favor . . .

The car is overheating. El coche se calienta.

There’s a flat tire. Hay una llanta ponchada.

The battery is dead. La batería está descargada.
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There is a leak. Hay un agujero.

Can you fix it (immediately)? ¿Podría repararlo (la) en seguida?

When will it be ready? ¿Cuándo estará listo?

To get your gas tank filled with the proper gas, say: Llénelo . . . (Fill it
up . . .)

with regular con normal

with super con super

with unleaded sin plomo

with diesel con diesel

Accidents
Should you bear witness to or be involved in an accident (un accidente),
you may need the following verbs in order to have a conversation with
a police officer (un policía) whose English is limited. Refer to el peatón
if a pedestrian is involved.

VERB SPANISH VERB SPANISH

to collide chocar(se) to run over atropellar

to drive conducir, manejar to signal señalar

to hit chocar (con) to skid patinar

to hurt hacer daño a to turn around dar una vuelta

to knock down atropellar a to yield ceder

to park estacionar

Should you need to refer to the parts of the road, use the words and
expressions in this list.

PART SPANISH PART SPANISH

crosswalk el punto de cruce lane el carril

entrance la entrada road surface la superficie

exit la salida shoulder el saliente

intersection el crucero traffic circle la glorieta
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TIME’S UP!

THE PASSIVE VOICE
In the active voice, the subject generally performs the action. In the pas-
sive voice, the subject is acted upon.

Active: The car knocked her down.

Passive: She was knocked down by a car.

The passive construction in Spanish resembles English: subject + form of
ser + past participle + por + agent (doer) if mentioned.

The car was driven by that man. El coche fue conducido por este hombre.

The truck has been hit. La camioneta ha sido chocada.

The driver will be arrested. El conductor será arrestado.

In the passive, because the past participle is used like an adjective, it agrees
in number and gender with the subject: Las mujeres fueron atropelladas.
(The women were run over.)

The reflexive construction may substitute for the passive, because the
passive is used less frequently in Spanish than in English. Note that the
subject usually follows the verb:

Spanish is spoken here. Aquí se habla español.

The cars were bought. Se compraron los coches.

1. Ask for help.

2. Ask when your flight departs.

3. Ask if your flight is cancelled.

4. Say you need a round-trip ticket.

5. Tell what car you’d like to rent.

6. Say that your car has broken down.

7. Ask for the nearest service station.

8. Ask to have your car filled with regular gas.

9. Say that two cars collided.

10. Say that a dog was hit by a car.
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MASTER THESE SKILLS

• Attending to your banking needs

• Playing the stock market

• Using present and perfect participles

In this chapter you’ll learn all the terms

necessary to conduct banking and stock

market transactions.
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AT THE BANK
There are any number of reasons to go to a bank, un banco, in a foreign
country. As a tourist, you may simply want to exchange money. For
those who conduct business, however, you will have deposits and with-
drawals to make. And for the adventuresome few, the purchase of vaca-
tion or retirement property requires a knowledge of more sophisticated
banking terms.

The following is a list of some banking expressions that should prove
useful in the situations mentioned above:

What are the banking hours? ¿Cuál es el horario de trabajo?

I would like . . . Quisiera . . .

to change some money cambiar dinero

to make a deposit hacer un depósito

to make a withdrawal hacer un retiro

to take out a loan pedir un préstamo

to cash a check cobrar un cheque

to open an account abrir una cuenta

to close an account cerrar una cuenta

What is today’s exchange rate?

Cuál es la tasa de cambio del dolár hoy?

What is the status of my acount?

¿Cuál es el estado de mi cuenta?

Is there a financial assistant who can help me?

¿Hay un especialista financiero que pueda ayudarme (aconsejarme)?

Do you have an automated teller machine?

¿Tiene Ud. un cajero automático?

Can I take out money twenty-four hours a day?

¿Puedo retirar (sacar) dinero las veinticuatro horas del día?
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What is the transaction fee?

¿Cuál es la comisión por la transacción?

I’d like to get a personal loan.

Quisiera obtener un préstamo personal.

I’d like to take out a mortgage.

Quisiera obtener una hipoteca.

What is the time period of the loan?

¿Cuál es el plazo del préstamo?

How much are the monthly payments?

¿De cuánto son las mensualidades?

What is the interest rate?

¿Cuál es la tasa (el tipo) de interés?

Is it a fixed or variable rate?

¿Es una tasa (un tipo) fija (fijo) o variable?

What are the terms of payment?

¿Cuáles son las condiciones de pago?

Banking Terms
If your financial needs are more specific, consult the following list for the
necessary banking terms:

TERM SPANISH

account la cuenta

automated teller el cajero automático

balance el saldo

bank el banco

bill (money) el billete

change (coins) la moneda

change el cambio
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check el cheque

checking account la cuenta básica

credit el crédito

customer el cliente

debt la deuda

deposit el depósito, el ingreso

exchange rate la tasa de cambio

interest rate la tasa de interés

(to) invest invertir

loan el préstamo

payment el pago

savings account la cuenta de ahorros

signature la firma

teller el cajero

traveler’s check el cheque de viajero

window la ventanilla

withdrawal el retiro

THE STOCK MARKET
The words and phrases in this list could be useful if you like to dabble in
foreign markets.

TERM SPANISH

asset el activo

business el negocio

capital el capital

dividend el dividendo

fees los gastos

foreign exchange el mercado de divisas

fund el fondo

growth el crecimiento

investment la inversión
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market la bolsa

market price el precio de mercado (corriente)

mutual fund el fondo mutualista

rate el índice, la tasa

revenue el ingreso

security la acción

stock la acción, el valor

stock broker el (la) agente de bolsa

You’re in the market. You watch the ticket tape every day and often
place a call to your agent. Someday you might need these useful stock
phrases:

Are my stocks going up? ¿Están avanzando mis acciones ?

Are my stocks going down? ¿Están bajando mis acciones?

What is the price per share? ¿Cuál es el precio por acción?

What is the commission rate? ¿Cuál es la tasa (el tipo) de comisión?

Do you have a prospectus? ¿Tiene Ud. un prospecto?

Do you know a good stockbroker? ¿Conoce Ud. a un buen agente 
de bolsa?

What is the status of my account? ¿Cuál es el estado de mi cuenta?

Are my investments secure? ¿Están aseguradas mis inversiones?

PRESENT PARTICIPLES
The present participle is not used in the same way in Spanish that it is in
English. Refer to Chapter 22:00 for the formation of the present participle
(el gerundio) in Spanish. Many English words ending in -ing are not equiv-
alent to Spanish present participles (usually ending in -ando or -iendo):

Cashing this check is impossible. Cobrar este cheque es imposible.

I love accounting. Me gusta la contabilidad.

Present participles may be used as follows:

• With the verbs estar, seguir, continuar, and other verbs of motion 
to show that an action is currently taking place or continuing at the
moment indicated:
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We are looking for a bank. Estamos buscando un banco.

Mr. López keeps on speaking. El señor López sigue hablando.

I’ll continue investing. Continuaré invertiendo.

She left, counting her money. Ella salió contando su dinero.

• To express by + an English present participle: Trabajando, ahorrará
mucho. (By working, you will save a lot.)

• As a verb:

Wanting to save money, I opened a bank account.

Deseando ahorrar dinero, abrí una cuenta en el banco.

You left, forgetting your bank book.

Ud. salió, olvidando su libreta de ahorros.

PERFECT PARTICIPLES
The perfect participle is formed with the present participle of the appro-
priate helping verb and the past participle, and is used to show that one
action took place before another:

Having sold his stocks, he bought himself a new car.

Habiendo vendido sus valores, se compró un coche nuevo.

Having gone to the bank early, they avoided long lines.

Habiendo ido al banco temprano, evitaron largas filas.

Note that the present participles of estar, ir, and venir are not used to
form the present progressive tense. Instead, use the correct simple tense:

You’re being silly. Eres ridículo.

He was going to the movies. Iba al cine.

We’re coming soon. Venimos pronto.
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TIME’S UP!

Try to perform the following tasks without looking back in the lesson:

1. Say that you have to go to the bank.

2. Say that you would like to cash some traveler’s checks.

3. Ask if they have an automated teller machine.

4. Ask if it’s open twenty-four hours.

5. Say that you’d like to buy some stocks.

6. Ask if there’s a financial assistant to help you.

7. Tell someone that one learns a lot by traveling.

8. Tell someone that you are going to the bank.

9. Say that they came in laughing.

10. Say that, having entered the bank, you went to the teller.
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MASTER THESE SKILLS

• Fulfilling your stationery, photocopying,
and faxing needs

• Fulfilling your computer needs

• Conducting business

• Using prepositions before infinitives

In this lesson you’ll learn how to manage 

in a business setting, using fax machines,

photocopiers, and computers. You’ll also

learn about verbs that need and don’t 

need prepositions before other verbs.
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NOTE

STATIONERY NEEDS
The list that follows presents the necessary stationery supplies that can
be purchased en la papelería (at the stationery store). You might begin by
saying: ¿Dónde puedo comprar . . . (Where can I buy . . . )

Supply Spanish

ball-point pen un bolígrafo

calculator (solar) una calculadora (solar)

envelopes los sobres

notebook un cuaderno

paper los papeles

paper clips los sujetapapeles

pen (fountain) una pluma

pencil un lápiz

scotch tape la cinta adhesiva

stationery el papel de cartas

The file of information that is kept in a company regarding its accounts 
or customers is called un expediente.

PHOTOCOPIES
La fotocopiadora (copier) is an essential machine to any business. Many
stationery stores also provide photocopying services, often at reasonable
prices to students, travelers, and business people on the go. The phrases
below will help you get the copy of the document, paper, or receipt you
need:

I would like to make a photocopy of this paper (this document).

Quisiera hacer una fotocopia de este papel (este documento).

What is the cost per page?

¿Cuánto cuesta por página?

The verb mandar (conjugated) + hacer is used to express “to have some-
thing done.” Use the indirect object le or les (for him, her, or them) or
the preposition para + the name of the person for whom the work is
being done, or the correct prepositional pronoun:
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I’m having a photocopy made Yo les mando hacer una 
for them. fotocopia.

I’m having a photocopy made Yo mando hacer una fotocopia 
for my boss. para mi jefe.

I’m having a photocopy made Yo mando hacer una fotocopia 
for him. para él.

FAXES
Being able to send a fax is a convenient service that allows for efficient,
inexpensive, and rapid transmittal and receipt of important information.
Therefore, fax service has become almost indispensable. The phrases
below will help you with your fax needs:

Do you have a fax machine? ¿Tiene Ud. un fax?

What is your fax number? ¿Cuál es su número de fax?

I’d like to send a fax. Quisiera mandar un fax.

Fax it to me. Envíemelo por fax.

I didn’t get your fax. No recibí su fax.

Did you receive my fax? ¿Recibió Ud. mi fax?

Please send it again. ¿Puede Ud. enviármelo otra vez?

Please confirm receipt of the fax. Favor de confirmar la recepción del fax.

COMPUTERS
A working knowledge of computers is a must in today’s world. The
phrases below will get you started if you need basic computer informa-
tion from another individual.

The following computer terms are essential:

to computerize informatizar

computer science la informática

computer scientist el (la) informático(a)

What kind of computer do you have?

¿Qué sistema (tipo, género) de computadora tiene Ud.?

What operating system are you using?

¿Qué sistema operador usa Ud. (está Ud. usando)?
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What word processing program are you using?

¿Qué procesador de textos usa Ud. (está Ud. usando)?

Do you have . . . ?

¿Tiene Ud. . . . ?

Do you use . . .?

¿Usa Ud. (Está Ud. usando) . . . ?

What is your e-mail address?

¿Cuál es su dirección de correo electrónico?

The list below gives you the terms and phrases you need to speak about
your computer and the field of computer science.

WORD SPANISH

CD-ROM disk el disco optinúmerico

CPU la unidad central

database la base de datos

desktop computer el ordenador, el (la) computador(a)

diskette el disquete

e-mail el correo electrónico

file el fichero

floppy disk el disco flexible

hardware el hardware

inkjet (de) tinta

keyboard el teclado

laptop computer la computadora portátil

laser (de) laser

modem el modem

mouse el ratón

network la red

operating system el sistema operador

scanner el scanner
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screen la pantalla

search engine el buscador, el navegador

software el software

CONDUCTING BUSINESS
The following vocabulary is for those readers who are serious about con-
ducting business in a Spanish-speaking country.

WORD SPANISH

bill la factura

business los negocios

consumer el consumidor

contract el contrato

cost el precio

discount el descuento, la rebaja

expenditures los gastos

(to) export exportar

(to) import importar

interest rates la taza de interés

job el trabajo

manager el gerente

merchandise la mercancía

office la oficina

owner el propietario

partner el socio

(to) pay pagar

product el producto

property la propiedad

raise el aumento

salary el sueldo

shipment el envío

tax el impuesto
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Use the following terms to refer to businesspeople:

un hombre de negocios a businessman

una mujer de negocios a businesswoman

PREPOSITIONS BEFORE INFINITIVES
In Spanish, the verb form that follows a preposition is the infinitive.

Llega a hablar español. He succeeds in speaking Spanish.

Se alegra de obtener un trabajo. He is glad to get a job.

Tardan en llegar. They are delayed in arriving.

Yo cuento con comprar esas I am counting on buying those 
acciones. stocks.

This next list contains some of the more common verbs requiring a
before the infinitive.

VERB MEANING VERB MEANING

aprender learn to ir go to

ayudar help to ponerse begin to

comenzar begin to regresar return to (again)

decidirse decide to salir go out to

empezar begin to venir come to

enseñar teach to volver (ue) return to (again)

Some of the more common verbs requiring de before the infinitive are
listed here:

VERB MEANING VERB MEANING

acabar have just olvidarse forget

acordarse (ue) remember to tratar try to

alegrarse be glad

Some of the more common verbs requiring en before the infinitive are:

VERB MEANING VERB MEANING

consentir consent to insistir insist on

consistir consist of tardar delay in

Some of the more common verbs requiring con before the infinitive are:

C O U N T D O W N  T O  S P A N I S H
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VERB MEANING VERB MEANING

amenazar threaten soñar (ue) dream of

contar (ue) count on

The following prepositions are used before infinitives:

PREPOSITION MEANING PREPOSITION MEANING

a at, to después de after

al upon, on en in, on, of

antes de before en vez de instead of

con with hasta until

de of, to, from sin without

Él descansa en lugar de trabajar. He rests instead of working.

Ella telefonea antes de enviar un fax. She phones before sending a fax.

A verb + preposition + infinitive must have the same subject. If there are
different subjects, que is used and a conjugated verb form (often in the
subjunctive) is used instead of the infinitive:

I insist on working. I insist that you work.

Insisto en trabajar. Insisto en que Ud. trabaje.

I’m leaving after eating. I’m going after you eat.

Me voy después de comer. Me voy después de que Ud. coma.

The verbs below are used without a preposition before the infinitive.

SPANISH MEANING SPANISH MEANING

deber must, have to pensar intend

dejar allow poder be able to

esperar hope preferir (ie) prefer

hacer make, have querer, desear want, wish
something done

necesitar need saber know (how)

oír hear ver see

El jefe los deja salir. The boss allows them to leave.

Ella debe comprar una computadora. She must buy a computer.
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TIME’S UP!

Try not to look back at the tables, and fill in a preposition, if needed:

1. Lo ayudo ___ completar su trabajo.

2. Queremos ___ hacer negocios.

3. Nosotros acabamos ___ regresar.

4. Insisto ___ recibir un descuento.

5. Ellos sueñan ___ viajar.

6. Él aprende ___ hablar español.

7. Trato ___ resolver el problema.

8. Ellos cuentan ____ ganar mucho dinero.

9. ¿Sabes ___ utilizar una computadora?

10. Ella sale ____ comprar disquetes.

C O U N T D O W N  T O  S P A N I S H
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Here’s your final opportunity to see if you’ve

mastered enough Spanish to get by on your

own. Imagine you are in a Spanish-speaking

country and give an appropriate response 

to each situation.
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1. You are at a party and strike up a conversation with an interesting
person. What information do you give about yourself?

2. You are talking to someone who is speaking too fast. What might
you say?

3. You call a friend on the phone. Someone else answers. How do
you respond?

4. You want to invite a friend to go to a museum with you. What
suggestions would you make?

5. You are lost in the streets of Spain. You stop a passerby and ask
for directions. What might you ask?

6. You don’t like your hotel room. Tell this to the concierge and
express why.

7. You are in a gift shop looking for a gift for a friend. Ask a sales-
person for help.

C O U N T D O W N  T O  S P A N I S H
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8. You realize you have lost your passport. What do you say to the
police officer?

9. Tell a friend about your favorite leisure activity and why you 
like it.

10. You are interviewing for a job in a Spanish firm. What do you tell
the head of personnel about yourself?

11. You are in a park in Mexico. Convince some acquaintances to
engage in a sport.

12. You are in a clothing store. Tell the salesperson what you are
looking for.

13. You are going to the movies with a friend. You want to see a spy
movie but your friend wants to see a comedy. Convince your
friend to see the spy movie.

14. You are at the airport and have learned that your flight is
delayed. What do you say to the airline clerk?
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15. You want to change your money into the currency of the country
you are visiting. What do you say to the bank teller?

16. A customs officer at the airport asks what you have purchased on
your trip. How do you respond?

17. You are having dinner in a restaurant. Tell the waiter what you
want.

18. A friend has invited you to a bullfight. Express your feelings
about going.

19. You want to make a dinner reservation at a fine restaurant. What
do you say to the person answering the phone?

20. You rented a car and are having problems with it. What do you
say to the rental agent?

21. You want to go to a concert. What information do you ask for on
the phone?

C O U N T D O W N  T O  S P A N I S H
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22. You have an appointment in town. When you realize you will be
late, you phone your acquaintance. What do you say?

23. You don’t feel well. What do you tell the doctor?

24. Your friend has a cousin for you to meet. What questions do you
ask about this person?
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Since there is almost always more than 

one way to say something, the statements

and questions given as responses are 

just suggestions.
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24:00

1. boo-weh-nohs dee-yahs meh yah-moh hoh-seh seel-bah
2. ah-bloh ehs-pah-nyohl (oon poh-koh)
3. pehr-doh-neh-meh yoh noh kohm-prehn-doh ah-bleh mahs 

dehs-pah-see-yoh pohr fah-bohr
4. keh dee-hoh rreh-pee-tah loh pohr fah-bohr
5. kee-see-yeh-rah kam-bee-yahr mees doh-lah-rehs ehn 

eh-yoo-rohs pohr fah-bohr
6. pehr-doh-neh-meh dohn-deh ehs-tah lah ehm-bah-hah-dah 

ah-meh-ree-kah-nah
7. noh meh see-yehn-toh bee-yehn dohn-deh ehs-tah lah 

oh-fee-see-nah dehl meh-dee-koh lah mahs sehr-kah-nah
8. poh-dree-yahs ah-yoo-dahr-meh pohr fah-bohr pehr-dee oon 

doh-koo-mehn-toh eem-pohr-tahn-teh
9. kwahn-toh kwehs-tahn ehs-tohs pahn-tah-loh-nehs neh-grohs 

ee ehs-tahs kah-mee-sahs rroh-hahs
10. neh-seh-see-toh oo-nah koo-chah-rah oon teh-neh-dohr ee oon

koo-chee-yoh grah-see-yahs

23:00

Part I
1. el banco
2. ese plato
3. esta catedral
4. la flor
5. aquel hombre

Part II
6. un amigo
7. este francés
8. el actor
9. este policía

10. aquel profesor

A N S W E R  K E Y

284

26 (283-322) back matter  8/1/03  10:41 AM  Page 284



22:00

1. estoy
2. soy
3. tengo
4. quiero
5. puedo
6. busco
7. mido
8. sustituyo
9. viene

10. vamos

21:00

1. tenía
2. iba
3. era
4. prestaba
5. jugaba
6. pidió
7. quería
8. estaba
9. fuimos

10. conocí

20:00

Part I
1. seré
2. querré
3. tendré
4. viviré
5. conduciré

Part II
6. pondría
7. daría
8. haría
9. compraría

10. diría
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19:00

1. Él piensa profundamente.
2. La señora López es una mujer alegre.
3. Es un buen hombre.
4. Hablan frecuentemente.
5. Ella compra demasiados vestidos.
6. Necesito más dinero.
7. Es la primera vez.
8. Ellos trabajan facilmente.
9. Necesito cien dólares.

10. Ellos escriben rápidamente.

18:00

1. Buenos días, señor López.
2. Mucho gusto en conocerle.
3. Me llamo John Smith.
4. Estoy bien, gracias.
5. Soy de los Estados Unidos.
6. Vivo en Nueva York.
7. Soy americano.
8. Voy a España.
9. Le presento a mi esposa, Marta.

10. Adiós. Hasta luego.

17:00

1. ¿Quiere ir al restaurante conmigo?
2. ¿Puedes ir al circo con mi familia y yo?
3. Deseo ir al club.
4. ¡Por supuesto! Quiero ir a la catedral.
5. Lo siento mucho. No puedo ir a la feria. Estoy muy cansado(a).
6. Es imposible. No tengo ganas de ir al centro comercial.
7. No puedo ir al zoológico porque estoy muy ocupado(a).
8. No puedo ir al jardín porque no estoy libre.
9. ¿Ir al cine? Quizás.

10. ¿Ir a la fuente? Lo que prefieras.
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16:00

1. Tengo veinte años.
2. ¿Cuál es la fecha de hoy?
3. Mi cumpleaños es el once de julio de mil novecientos 

cuarenta y siete.
4. ¿Que días esta cerrado el museo?
5. Estamos en el verano.
6. Hoy es el diez de agosto.
7. ¿Cuándo quieres salir?
8. Son las dos y media.
9. ¿A qué hora nos vemos?

10. La película empieza a las ocho y cuarto.

15:00

1. Estoy mirando solamente.
2. Quisiera comprar un coche para mi familia.
3. Ud. tiene que escuchar.
4. Ud. debe ir a la panadería.
5. Debiera hacer las camas.
6. Ud. me debe cinco dólares.
7. Es necesario ir de compras.
8. Quiero que saque la basura.
9. Quiero ir a la librería.

10. ¡No vacile! Tiene que lavar el coche.

14:00

1. ¿Por qué no vamos al restaurante?
2. ¿Tiene(s) ganas de ir al cine?
3. ¿Quieres ir de compras?
4. Vayamos al Prado.
5. Continúe caminando tres cuadras.
6. No vaya todo derecho.
7. ¡Despiértate temprano!
8. El Morro es fenomenal.
9. En mi opinión, es estupendo.

10. Ir al teatro es aburrido.
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13:00

1. ¿Cuál es su nombre?/¿Cómo se llama Ud.?
2. ¿Cuál es su dirección?
3. ¿Cuál es su número de teléfono?
4. ¿De dónde es?
5. ¿Cuántos años tiene?
6. ¿Hay un restaurante por aquí?
7. ¿Cuál de las películas prefiere Ud.?
8. ¿Cuál es su profésion?
9. ¿Cuánto cuesta el periódico?

10. Lo siento pero no comprendo.

12:00

1. Sí, quiero ir al cine esta noche.
2. No, no tengo ganas de comer en un restaurante.
3. No, no fumo.
4. Me llamo Juan.
5. Vivo en Pittsburgh.
6. Mi número de teléfono es cinco, cinco, cinco, nueve, 

dos, uno, tres.
7. Tengo treinta años.
8. Cuesta dos mil quinientos dólares.
9. Prefiero (name two movies).

10. Hay plumas y papeles en mi escritorio.

11:00

1. ¿Puede Ud. ayudarme, por favor?
2. ¿A qué hora abre Ud.?
3. ¿Puede darme un recibo?
4. ¿Cuánto cuesta un sello para una carta por correo aéreo?
5. ¿Puede Ud. darme un corte de pelo?
6. ¿Puede Ud. lavar en seco mi traje?
7. ¿Puede Ud. darme otra lentilla de contacto?
8. Necesito una película de treinta y seis exposiciones.
9. ¿Puede Ud. arreglar mi reloj?

10. ¿Dónde está la comisaría de policía más cercana?
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10:00

1. ¿Te parece ir a la playa?
2. ¿Qué hay en la televisión?
3. ¿Qué tipo de película están pasando?
4. Quisiera ver una comedia.
5. ¿Le gustaría ir conmigo al campo hacer una gira campestre?
6. Te quiero.
7. A mí me gustan los regalos.
8. Me falta una pluma.
9. Muéstremelo, por favor.

10. Me encanta mucho esta obra de teatro.

09:00

1. Vamos a nadar.
2. ¿Juega Ud. al golf?
3. ¿Quiere Ud. jugar al tenis conmigo?
4. Me faltan patines.
5. ¿Podrías prestarme una bicicleta?
6. ¿Qué tiempo hace hoy?
7. Hoy hace mucho calor. Hay sol. No está nublado. 

Hay una temperatura de ochenta grados.
8. No me gusta jugar al tenis porque es demasiado difícil.
9. Dudo que mi amigo juegue al baloncesto.

10. Estoy seguro que va a hacer buen tiempo.

08:00

1. Un perro es más grande que un gato.
2. El español es más fácil que las matemáticas.
3. Mi hermana es menos grande que mi hermano.
4. Cristina es la más bonita de mis amigas.
5. Mi esposo corre menos rápidamente que mi hijo.
6. Julio trabaja lo más diligentemente.
7. Tengo más trabajo que Ud.
8. Mi madre es tan alta como yo.
9. Tengo tanta paciencia como mi amiga.

10. Pienso que este libro es el mejor que pueda comprar.
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07:00

1. ¿Hay un garaje?
2. Quisiera una habitación con vista al mar.
3. Necesito otra almohada.
4. ¡Qué habitación tan magnífica!
5. ¡Que entren!
6. Me quedaré en este hotel con tal de que tenga una 

cancha de tenis.
7. Busco un hotel que sea lujoso.
8. Hay alguien que hable inglés.
9. Esa es la habitación que quiero.

10. Tengo todo lo que necesito.

06:00

1. Necesito quinientos gramos de carne, por favor.
2. Para empezar, quiero caracoles.
3. Me gustan las zanahorias.
4. Quiero mi rosbif a término medio.
5. Quisiera un flan, por favor.
6. Necesito otra copa porque la mía está sucia.
7. Quisiera reservar una mesa en la terraza para esta noche 

a las nueve y media para cuatro personas.
8. ¿Cuál es el plato del día?
9. No puedo tomar productos lácteos.

10. La cuenta, por favor.

05:00

1. ¿Podría Ud. preparar esta receta en seguida?
2. Busco aspirinas.
3. ¿Dónde hay pañuelos de papel?
4. Tengo un dolor de cabeza.
5. ¿Qué le pasa?
6. Me duelen los pies.
7. Tengo un dolor de muelas.
8. Tengo una gripe. Estoy tosiendo mucho. Me siento mal. 

No puedo dormir. Me duele todo el cuerpo.
9. Sufro del vértigo.

10. Hace dos semanas que yo sufro.
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04:00

1. Llevo la talla treinta y dos.
2. Mi número es siete y medio.
3. Su traje está de moda.
4. ¿Dónde está el departamento de niños?
5. Llevo pantalones negros y una camisa azul.
6. ¿Dónde está el vestuario?
7. ¿Podría remendar mis pantalones, por favor?
8. ¿Puedo ver algo más?
9. Muestréme por favor una camisa de cuadros rojas y blancas.

10. ¿Hay gangas hoy?

03:00

1. ¿Puede Ud. ayudarme, por favor?
2. ¿Cuándo sale mi vuelo?
3. ¿Está anulado este vuelo?
4. Necesito un billete de ida y vuelta.
5. Quisiera alquilar un Honda.
6. Mi coche se ha averiado.
7. ¿Dónde está el garaje más cercano?
8. Llénelo con normal.
9. Dos coches se chocaron.

10. Un perro fue chocado por un coche.

02:00

1. Tengo que ir al banco.
2. Quisiera cobrar algunos cheques de viajero.
3. ¿Tiene Ud. un cajero automático?
4. ¿Está abierto las veinticuatro horas al día?
5. Quisiera comprar algunos valores.
6. Hay un especialista financiero que pueda ayudarme?
7. Se aprende mucho viajando.
8. Voy al banco.
9. Entraron riendo.

10. Habiendo entrado en el banco, fui al cajero.
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01:00

1. a
2. —
3. de
4. en
5. con
6. a
7. de
8. con
9. —

10. a

00:00

1. Buenos días. Me llamo John Smith. Soy americano. Mucho gusto
en conocerle.

2. Por favor, hable Ud. más despacio. No comprendo nada.
3. Diga. Habla Ramón. ¿Está Isabel? ¿Puedo hablar con ella?
4. ¿No quieres ir conmigo al museo de arte moderno? Hay una

exposición magnífica de las obras de Picasso.
5. Quiero ir a mi hotel y estoy perdido. ¿Sabe Ud. dónde está la

Avenida Quince?
6. No me gusta mi habitación porque no hay vista al mar. ¿Podría

Ud. cambiarla?
7. Busco un regalo para mi amigo(a). Puede Ud. recomendar algo. 

A él (ella) le gustan mucho los deportes.
8. ¿Puede Ud. ayudarme? He perdido mi pasaporte. ¿Dónde está 

el consulado americano?
9. Me gusta mucho jugar al tenis. Es un deporte muy divertido

porque siempre juego con mis amigos.
10. Soy una persona muy diligente y trabajadora. Siempre llego

temprano a la oficina y hago todo lo necesario.
11. ¿Por qué no jugamos al fútbol? Hace buen tiempo y tenemos

bastante jugadores. Vamos a divertirnos mucho.
12. Busco pantalones negros en lana. Mi talla es cuarenta y seis.

También busco una camisa azul de talla mediana con rayas
blancas verticales en algodón.

13. No me gustan las comedias. Pienso que son ridículas. ¿Por qué no
vamos a ver una película de espía que será mucho más divertida?
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14. Tengo una cita muy importante. ¿Por qué hay un retraso?
¿Cuándo va a despegar el avión?

15. Quiero cambiar doscientos dólares americanos en euros. ¿Cuál es
la tasa (el tipo) de cambio del dólar hoy?

16. Compré un reloj de plata, dos botellas de ron, y juguetes para mis
niños.

17. Para empezar quiero gazpacho. Entonces quiero paella de mariscos
y una ensalada. Voy a tomar vino blanco con mi comida.

18. No me gustaría ir a una corrida de toros. Pienso que es demasiado
violenta.

19. Quisiera reservar una mesa para cuatro personas para esta noche 
a las ocho y media.

20. Tengo un problema con el coche que alquilé. Los frenos no
funcionan bien y tengo miedo de conducir el coche.

21. Diga. Necesito información acerca del concierto de esta noche. 
¿A qué hora empieza y cuánto cuestan los billetes?

22. Lo siento mucho. Voy a llegar tarde porque tengo una goma
pinchada y tengo que repararla. Llegaré en una media hora.

23. Me siento mal. Tengo un dolor de estómago y no tengo ganas 
de comer. También tengo fiebre. ¿Puede Ud. ayudarme?

24. ¿Cuántos años tiene su primo(a)? ¿De dónde es? ¿Cómo es? 
¿Cuál es su profesión?
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ENGLISH SPANISH PRONUNCIATION

1. Hello. Buenos días. boo-weh-nohs 
dee-yahs

2. Good-bye. Adiós. ah dee-yohs

3. Please. Por favor. pohr fah-bohr

4. Thank you very much. Muchas gracias. moo-chahs 
grah-see-yahs

5. You’re welcome. De nada. deh nah-dah

6. Excuse me. Perdón. pehr-dohn
Con permiso. kohn pehr-mee-soh

7. My name is . . . Me llamo . . . meh yah-moh

8. I would like . . . Quisiera . . . kee-see-yeh-rah

9. I need . . . Necesito . . . neh-seh-see-toh

10. Do you have . . . ¿Tiene Ud . . . ? tee-yeh-neh 
oo-stehd

11. How do you say . . . ¿Cómo se dice . . .? koh-moh seh 
dee-seh

12. Please give me . . . Déme por favor . . . deh-meh pohr 
fah-bohr

13. What does this mean? ¿Qué quiere decir esto? keh kee-yeh-reh 
deh-seer ehs-toh

14. Can you help me ¿Puede Ud. ayudarme poo-weh-deh oo-steh
please? por favor? ah-yoo-dahr-meh 

pohr fah-bohr

15. Do you speak English? ¿Habla Ud. inglés? ah-blah oo-stehd 
een-glehs

16. I speak a little Spanish. Hablo un poco ah-bloh oon poh-koh 
el español. ehl ehs-pah-nyohl

17. I don’t understand No comprendo. noh kohm-prehn-doh

18. Please repeat. Repita por favor. rreh-pee-tah pohr 
fah-bohr

19. What did you say? ¿Qué dijó Ud.? kee dee-hoh 
oo-stehd
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20. I’m lost. Estoy perdido(a). ehs-toy 
pehr-dee-doh (dah)

21. I’m looking for . . . Estoy buscando . . . ehs-toy 
boos-kahn-doh

22. Where are the ¿Dónde está los baños? dohn-deh ehs-tah 
bathrooms? lohs bah-nyohs

23. Where is the ¿Dónde está la dohn-deh ehs-tah 
police station? comisaria de de lah koh-mee-sah-

policía? ree-yeh deh 
poh-lee-see-yah

24. Where is the ¿Dónde está la dohn-deh ehs-tah lah
American Embassy? embajada americana? ehm- bah-hah-dah

ah-meh-ree kah-nah

2 4  I M P O R T A N T  W O R D S  A N D  P H R A S E S

297

26 (283-322) back matter  8/1/03  10:41 AM  Page 297



This page intentionally left blank.



299

Appendix B
Verb Glossary

26 (283-322) back matter  8/1/03  10:41 AM  Page 299

Copyright 2004 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. Click Here for Terms of Use.



CONJUGATING REGULAR VERBS
-ar Verbs

Usar, to use
Gerund: usando Past participle: usado Commands: ¡Use Ud.! ¡Usen Uds.!
¡Usemos!

Present Preterit Imperfect Future Conditional
(do) (did) (was) (will) (would)

uso usé usaba usaré usaría

usas usaste usabas usarás usarías

usa usó usaba usará usaría

usamos usamos usábamos usaremos usaríamos

usáis usasteis usábais usaréis usaríais

usan usaron usaban usarán usarían

-er Verbs

Comer, to eat
Gerund: comiendo Past participle: comido Commands: ¡Coma Ud.!
¡Coman Uds.! ¡Comamos!

Present Preterit Imperfect Future Conditional
como comí comía comeré comería

comes comiste comías comerás comerías

come comió comía comerá comería

comemos comimos comíamos comeremos comeríamos

coméis comisteis comíais comeréis comeríais

comen comieron comían comerán comerían

-ir Verbs

Vivir, to live
Gerund: viviendo Past participle: vivido Commands: ¡Viva Ud.! ¡Vivan
Uds.! ¡Vivamos!

Present Preterit Imperfect Future Conditional
vivo viví vivía viviré viviría

vives viviste vivías vivirás vivirías

A P P E N D I X  B
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vive vivió vivía vivirá viviría

vivimos vivimos vivíamos viviremos viviríamos

vivís vivisteis vivíais viviréis viviríais

viven vivieron vivían vivirán vivirían

CONJUGATING STEM-CHANGING VERBS
-ar Verbs

Pensar (e to ie), to think
Present: pienso, piensas, piensa, pensamos, pensáis, piensan

Other verbs like pensar include cerrar (to close), comenzar (to begin),
and empezar (to begin).

Mostrar (o to ue), to show
Present: muestro, muestras, muestra, mostramos, mostráis, muestran

Other verbs like mostrar include almorzar (to eat lunch), contar (to tell),
costar (to cost), encontrar (to find), and recordar (to remember).

Jugar (u to ue), to play (a sport or game)
Present: juego, juegas, juega, jugamos, jugáis, juegan
Preterit: jugué, jugaste, jugó, jugamos, jugasteis, jugaron

-er Verbs

Defender (e to ie), to defend, to forbid
Present: defiendo, defiendes, defiende, defendemos, defendéis, defienden

Other verbs like defender include descender (to descend), entender
(to understand, to hear), perder (to lose), and querer (to want).

Volver (o to ue), to return
Present: vuelvo, vuelves, vuelve, volvemos, volvéis, vuelven

Another verb like volver is poder (to be able to, can).

-ir Verbs

Pedir (e to i), to ask for
Gerund: pidiendo
Present: pido, pides, pide, pedimos, pedís, piden
Preterit: pedí, pediste, pidió, pedimos, pedisteis, pidieron

Other verbs like pedir include impedir (to prevent), medir (to measure),
repetir (to repeat), and servir (to serve).

V E R B  G L O S S A R Y
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Sentir (e to ie, i), to feel
Gerund: sintiendo
Present: siento, sientes, siente, sentimos, sentís, sienten
Preterit: sentí, sentiste, sintió, sentimos, sentisteis, sintieron

Other verbs like sentir include advertir (to warn, to notify), consentir
(to consent), mentir (to lie), preferir (to prefer), and referir (to refer).

Dormir (o to ue, u), to sleep
Gerund: durmiendo
Present: duermo, duermes, duerme, dormimos, dormís, duermen
Preterit: dormí, dormiste, durmió, dormimos, dormisteis, durmieron

Another verb like dormir is morir (to die).

-uir Verbs (except -guir)

Incluir (i to y), to include
Gerund: incluyendo
Present: incluyo, incluyes, incluye, incluimos, incluís, incluyen
Preterit: incluí, incluiste, incluyó, incluimos, incluisteis, incluyeron

Other verbs like incluir include concluir (to conclude, to end), construir
(to construct), contribuir (to contribute), destruir (to destroy), and
sustituir (to substitue).

-eer Verbs

Leer (e to y), to read
Gerund: leyendo
Preterit: leí, leíste, leyó, leímos, leísteis, leyeron

Other verbs like leer include creer (to believe), poseer (to possess), 
and proveer (to provide).

-iar Verbs

Enviar (i to í), to send
Present: envío, envías, envía, enviamos, enviáis, envían

Other verbs like enviar include confiar + en (to confide in), guiar
(to guide), and variar (to vary).

A P P E N D I X  B

302

26 (283-322) back matter  8/1/03  10:41 AM  Page 302



-uar Verbs

Actuar (u to ú), to act
Present: actúo, actúas, actúa, actuamos, actuáis, actúan

Another verb like actuar is continuar (to continue).

CONJUGATING SPELLING-CHANGE VERBS
-cer or -cir Verbs

Convencer (c to z), to convince
Present: convenzo, convences, convence, convencemos, convencéis, 
convencen

Conocer (c to zc), to know
Present: conozco, conoces, conoce, conocemos, conocéis, conocen

Conducir (c to zc), to drive, conduct
Present: conduzco, conduces, conduce, conducemos, conducéis, 
conducen
Preterit: conduje, condujiste, condujo, condujimos, condujisteis, 
condujieron

-ger or -gir Verbs

Exigir (g to j), to demand
Present: exijo, exiges, exige, exigimos, exigís, exigen

Escoger (g to j), to choose
Present: escojo, escoges, escoge, escogemos, escogéis, escogen

-guir Verbs

Distinguir (gu to g), to distinguish
Present: distingo, distingues, distingue, distinguimos, distinguís, 
distinguen

-car Verbs

Buscar (c to qu), to look for
Preterit: busqué, buscaste, buscó, buscamos, buscasteis, buscaron

-gar Verbs

Pagar (g to gu), to pay
Preterit: pagué, pagaste, pagó, pagamos, pagasteis, pagaron
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-zar Verbs

Gozar (z to c), to enjoy
Preterit: gocé, gozaste, gozó, gozamos, gozasteis, gozaron

CONJUGATING IRREGULAR VERBS
Dar, to give
Present: doy, das, da, damos, dáis, dan
Preterit: di, diste, dio, dimos, disteis, dieron

Decir, to say
Gerund: diciendo Past participle: dicho
Present: digo dices dice decimos decís dicen
Preterit: dije dijiste dijó dijmos dijisteis dijeron
Future: diré dirás dirá diremos diréis dirán
Conditional: diría dirías diría diríamos diríais dirían

Estar, to be
Present: estoy, estás, está, estamos, estáis, están
Preterit: estuve, estuviste, estuvo, estuvimos, estuvisteis, estuvieron

Hacer, to make, to do
Past participle: hecho
Present: hago, haces, hace, hacemos, hacéis, hacen
Preterit: hice, hiciste, hizo, hicimos, hicisteis, hicieron
Future: haré, harás, hará, haremos, haréis, harán
Conditional: haría, harías, haría, haríamos, haríais, harían

Ir, to go
Gerund: yendo
Present: voy, vas, va, vamos, vais, van
Preterit: fui, fuiste, fue, fuimos, fuisteis, fueron
Conditional: iba, ibas, iba, íbamos, ibais, iban

Oír, to hear
Gerund: oyendo
Present: oigo, oyes,oye, oímos, oís, oyen
Preterit: oí, oíste, oyó, oímos, oísteis, oyeron

Poder (o to ue), to be able to, can
Gerund: pudiendo
Present: puedo, puedes, puede, podemos, podéis, pueden
Preterit: pude, pudiste, pudo, pudimos, pudisteis, pudieron
Future: podré, podrás, podrá, podremos, podréis, podrán
Conditional: podría, podrías, podría, podríamos, podríais, podrían
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Poner, to put
Past participle: puesto
Present: pongo, pones, pone, ponemos, ponéis, ponen
Preterit: puse, pusiste, puso, pusimos, pusisteis, pusieron
Future: pondré, pondrás, pondrá, pondremos, pondréis, pondrán
Conditional: pondría, pondrías, pondría, pondríamos, pondríais, 
pondrían

Querer, to want
Present: quiero, quieres, quiere, queremos, queréis, quieren
Preterit: quise, quisiste, quiso, quisimos, quisisteis, quisieron
Future: querré, querrás, querrá, querremos, querréis, querrán
Conditional: querría, querrías, querría, querríamos, querríais, querrían

Saber, to know
Present: sé, sabes, sabe, sabemos, sabéis, saben
Preterit: supe, supiste, supo, supimos, supisteis, supieron
Future: sabré, sabrás, sabrá, sabremos, sabréis, sabrán
Conditional: sabría, sabrías, sabría, sabríamos, sabríais, sabrían

Salir, to go out, to leave
Present: salgo, sales, sale, salimos, saléis, salen
Future: saldré, saldrás, saldrá, saldremos, saldréis, saldrán
Conditional: saldría, saldrías, saldría, saldríamos, saldríais, saldrían

Ser, to be
Past participle: sido
Present: soy, eres, es, somos, sois, son
Preterit: fui, fuiste, fue, fuimos, fuisteis, fueron
Imperfect: era, eras, era, éramos, erais, eran

Tener, to have
Present: tengo, tienes, tiene, tenemos, tenéis, tienen
Preterit: tuve, tuviste, tuvo, tuvimos, tuvisteis, tuvieron
Future: tendré, tendrás, tendrá, tendremos, tendréis, tendrán
Conditional: tendría, tendrías, tendría, tendríamos, tendríais, tendrían

Traer, to bring
Past participle: traído
Present: traigo, traes, trae, traemos, traéis, traen
Preterit: traje, trajiste, trajo, trajimos, trajisteis, trajeron
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Venir, to come
Gerund: viniendo
Present: vengo, vienes, viene, venimos, venís, vienen
Preterit: vine, viniste, vino, vinimos, vinisteis, vinieron
Future: vendré, vendrás, vendrá, vendremos, vendréis, vendrán
Conditional: vendría, vendrías, vendría, vendríamos, vendríais, vendrían

Ver, to see
Past participle: visto
Present: veo, ves, ve, vemos, veis, ven
Preterit: vi, viste, vio, vimos, visteis, vieron
Imperfect: veía, veías, veía, veíamos, veíais, veían
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A
A, á (vowel), pronunciation of, 3
A (to, for), 98

with indirect object pronouns, 179–80
before infinitives, 274
personal, 179
in questions and answers, 159–60

A él/ellos, 183
A ella/ellas, 183
A la/las, 115–16
A Ud./Uds., 183
Abbreviations

for ordinal numbers, 111
for usted and ustedes, 28

Abierto, 114
Abrir (to open)

conditional mood of, 63
conjugation of, 33–34
future tense of, 61

Absolute superlative, 207–8
Accent marks, 2–3

acute, 2–3
for attaching pronouns to infinitives,

183
for demonstrative pronouns, 176
diaeresis, 3

for stress, 3
tilde, 3
when changing masculine nouns to

feminine, 20
when making nouns plural, 21

Acceptance, expressing, 103
Accidents, traffic, 259
Accounts files, 270
Acquaintances

making, 82–93
questioning new, 150–51

Active voice, 260
Activities

leisure, 174–75
outdoor, 188–89

Actuar (to act), 38
Acute accent, 2–3
Adjectives

adverbs vs., 77–78
antonyms of, 202–3
comparison of, 200–203
demonstrative, 16, 71, 176
descriptive, 71
different meanings of, 74
forming feminine of, 68–70
forming plural of, 70–71
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Adjectives, continued
interrogative, 145–46
of nationality, 70
near perfect cognates of, 23
as noun markers, 12, 16
perfect cognates of, 22
position of, 71–74, 249
possessive, 71, 91–93
of quality, 71
of quantity, 72, 73, 222
relative, 220
ser and estar with, 74–76
shortened forms of, 72–74

¿Adónde?, answering questions with, 161
Adverbial phrases, 77, 99
Adverbs, 77–80

adjectives vs., 77–78
comparison of, 203–5
with demonstrative adjectives, 16
forming, 77
interrogative, 146–47, 160
position of, 80
of quantity, 222
showing location, 16

Affirmative answers, 154
Affirmative commands, 135–36

accents for, 183
object pronouns with, 182
reflexive pronouns with, 139

Age, expressing, 110
Agradecer (to thank), 39
Airports, 254–55
Alterations, clothing, 246–47
Amás, 155
Animals

in hotels and restaurants, 212
names of, 198

Answering questions, 154–64. See also
Questions

affirmatively, 154
”How long?”, 241–42
for information, 158–62
with interrogative adverbs, 160
negatively, 154–58
pero vs. sino in, 158
on the phone, 162–64
prepositions in, 162

Antecedents, 217, 219
Anticipation, subjunctive after conjunc-

tions for, 214
Antonyms, 202–3
Appetizers, 224
Appliances, 120
Aquel (demonstrative adjective), 12, 16
Aquella (demonstrative adjective), 12, 16
Aquellas (demonstrative adjective), 12, 16
Aquello (demonstrative pronoun), 177
Aquellos (demonstrative adjective), 12, 16
-ar verbs

conditional mood of, 63
conjugation of, 29–32
future tense of, 60–61
gerunds from, 44
imperfect of, 53–54
past participles of, 52–53
preterit of, 48
regular, 300
shoe verbs, 35–36
stem-changing, 126, 301
subjunctive of, 125

Articles
definite, 12–15, 87–88, 92, 177, 249
indefinite, 12, 15
as noun markers, 12–15

Asking questions. See Questions
Assistance. See Help, seeking
Attractions, 174–75
Automobiles. See Cars

B
Babies, supplies for, 237
Banking, 262–64
Bars, 224
Basement, term for, 110
Bathroom facilities, 213
Beverages, 229
Body. See Parts of the body
Buscar (to look for), 100
Business needs, 270–74. See also Money

computers, 271–73
faxes, 271
photocopies, 270–71
stationery, 270
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C
C (consonant), pronunciation of, 6
Caer (to fall), 39
Cafés, 224
Calendars, 111
Camera shop, seeking help at, 169–70
-car verbs

preterit of, 49
spelling changes with, 303

Cardinal numbers, 108–10
for days, 113
for ordinals after ten, 110

Cars, 256–59
accidents with, 259
exterior and interior of, 257–58
and measuring distances, 258
problems with, 258–59
renting, 256

Centigrade, converting Fahrenheit and,
190

-cer verbs, spelling changes with, 38,
303

Cerrado, 114
Certainty, expressions of, 192–94
Ch (consonant), pronunciation of, 5
Chores, 121
Cien, 73
Ciento, 73, 109
-cir verbs, spelling changes with, 38,

303
Classroom expressions, 198–99
Clothing, 244–51

alterations of, 246–47
articles of, 244–45
color preferences for, 248–49
definite article with, 92
dry cleaning services for, 168
fabrics for, 250
getting measured for, 251
patterns of, 250
problems with, 247–48
purchasing, 251
repairs of, 168
sales on, 251
sizes of, 245–46

Cognates, 22–25
false friends vs., 24

near perfect, 23–24
perfect, 22–23

Colors, 248–49
Commands, 134–39

affirmative, 135–36, 183
familiar, 135–36
irregular, 136–39
negative, 135–36
polite, 134–35
with reflexive verbs, 139
third person, 214

Commas (in numbers), 108
Communication, lack of, 151–52
¿Cómo? (how), answering questions 

with, 160
Comparatives, 199, 200

of adjectives, 200–203
of adverbs, 203–5
expressions of, 208
of nouns, 205–6

Comparison(s)
of adjectives, 200–203
of adverbs, 203–5
of equality, 206–7
of inequality, 199–206
of nouns, 205–6
of verbs, 206

Complaints, 142
Compound tenses, reflexive verbs in,

86–87
Compounds

of ciento, 109
of irregular verbs, 62
of verbs in preterit, 51

Computers, 271–73
Con (with), 274–75
Con permiso, 152
Con + noun, 77
Concession, conjunctions expressing,

215
Condiments, 228–29
Conditional mood, 63–64, 194
Condition(s)

conjunctions expressing, 215
contrary-to-fact, 194
physical, 149

Conducir (to drive, conduct, or lead), 39
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Conjugation, 29
of -ar verbs, 29–32
of -er verbs, 32–33
of -ir verbs, 33–34
of irregular verbs, 304–6
of irregular yo verbs, 38–39
of regular verbs, 29–34, 300–301
of spelling-change verbs, 38–39, 303–4
of stem-changing verbs, 301–3
with two verbs in succession, 44
when larger verb form contains 

irregular verb, 42
Conjunctions, 214–17
Conocer (to know), 39
Consonants

in diphthongs, 4–5
pronunciation of, 5–9

Contact lenses, 169
Continents, 89
Contrary-to-fact conditions, 194
Contribuir (to contribute), 37
Cooking terms, 228
Countries, 87–89
Crecer (to grow), 39
¿Cuál(es)?, 147–49, 158–60
¿Cuándo? (when), 160
¿Cuánto(a)(s)? (how much, many), 145,

147, 148, 160
Cuyo(-a, -os, -as) (whose), 220

D
Dar (to give)

conjugation of, 304
idiomatic expressions using, 39–40
preterit of, 51
with una caminata, 175

Dates, 111–14
Days of the week, 13–14, 111
De (of, from, than), 91, 98

in comparisons, 204–6
before infinitives, 274
in questions and answers, 159–60

De + definite article, 202
De + noun, 237–38
De + verb, 238
¿De dónde?, 161
Deber (to have to), 122–23

Decimals, 108
Decir (to say, tell), 41, 304
Definite articles

with clothing or body part terms, 92
as demonstrative pronouns, 177
to express preferred color, 249
with geographical names, 87–88
neuter, 14–15
as noun markers, 13–15
omitting, 14
plural, 12
singular, 12

Demonstrative adjectives, 71
demonstrative pronouns vs., 176
as noun markers, 16
plural, 12
singular, 12

Demonstrative pronouns, 175–78
accent marks for, 176
definite articles as, 177
demonstrative adjectives, 176
gender of, 176
neuter forms of, 177
number of, 176

Denial, expressions of, 192
Dependent clauses

relative pronouns in, 217
tense of subjunctive in, 194

Descriptive adjectives, 71
Desde, questions containing, 43
Desear (to want), 96
Desserts, 230
Diaeresis, 3
Dietary restrictions, 231–32
Diphthongs, pronunciation of, 4–5
Direct object pronouns, 177, 179

to extend invitations, 183–84
placement of, 182

Direct objects, 179, 180
Direction(s)

asking questions for, 149–50
giving and receiving, 139–40
high-frequency verbs for, 136–37
and means of transportation, 137–38
prepositions showing, 138–39

Disbelief, expressions of, 192
Distance

demonstrative adjectives indicating, 16
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with demonstrative pronouns, 176–77
measuring, 258

Doctor’s visits, 240–42
Doler (to hurt), 239
¿Dónde?, 160–61
Dormir (to sleep), 37
Double object pronouns, 182–83
Doubt

expressions of, 192–93
impersonal expressions of, 192–93
subjunctive after conjunctions for, 214

Dressing rooms, 247
Drinks, 229
Dry cleaners, seeking help at, 168
Dry measures, 222
-ducir verbs, 51

E
E, é (vowel), pronunciation of, 3–4
E-, words beginning with, 25
Eating establishments, 224, 230–32
-eer verbs, stem-changing, 302
Eggs, 228
El cual, 219
El (definite article), 12, 114
El que, 219, 220
Ellas (pronoun), 28
Emotions, 184–85

impersonal expressions of, 192–93
positive, 183–84
subjunctive after superlative for, 208

En (in, by, inside, within), 98, 100
to answer ¿Dónde? questions, 160–61
to express preferred color, 249
before infinitives, 274
with seasons and months, 112

Encantado, 83
Encontrar (to meet, find), 36
Encouragement, offering, 131, 141
Entertainment

leisure activities, 174–75
outdoor activities, 188–89

Enviar (to send), 38
Equality, comparisons of, 206–7
Equipment

repair of, 169
for sports, 189

-er verbs
conditional mood of, 63
conjugation of, 32–33
future tense of, 61
gerunds from, 44
imperfect of, 53–54
nosotros/vosotros endings for, 34
past participles of, 52–53
preterit of, 48
regular, 300
shoe verbs, 35–36
stem-changing, 126, 301
subjunctive of, 125

Es (it is), 115
Esa (demonstrative adjective), 12, 16
Esas (demonstrative adjective), 12, 16
Ese (demonstrative adjective), 12, 16
Eso (demonstrative pronoun), 177
Esos (demonstrative adjective), 12, 16
Esperar (to wait for), 100
¿Está bien?, 144
Esta (demonstrative adjective), 12, 16
Estar (to be)

with adjectives, 74–76
conjugation of, 41, 304
idiomatic expressions using, 41

Estas (demonstrative adjective), 12, 16
Este (demonstrative adjective), 12, 16
Esto (demonstrative pronoun), 177
Estos (demonstrative adjective), 12, 16
Etiquette, restaurant, 231
Events, 174–75
Exclamations, 213

F
Fabrics, 250
Fahrenheit, converting Centigrade and,

190
False friends, 24
Familiar commands, 135–36
Family, 90–91
Fax services, 271
Fear, expressing, 216
Feelings

positive, 183–84
subjunctive used with, 184–85, 208

Feminine, making ordinal numbers, 110
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Feminine adjectives, 68–70
Feminine nouns, 17–20

endings for, 13, 19
near perfect cognates of, 24
perfect cognates of, 23

Files, business, 270
Films, 175–76
Finances. See Money
First floor, term for, 110
Fish, 226
Floor levels, terms for, 110
Flying standby, 255
Food, 222–32

appetizers, 224
cooking terms for, 228
desserts, 230
and dietary restrictions, 231–32
and eating establishments, 224
eggs, 228
fruits, 227
main meals, 225–26
nuts, 227
portions of, 223
quantities of, 222
and restaurant dining, 230–32
salad, 226
seasonings, 228–29
soups, 225

Food stores, 121
Former, 177–78
Fowl, 225–26
Fruits, 227
Furniture, 120
Future perfect tense, 62–63
Future tense, 60–62

of irregular verbs, 61–62
of regular verbs, 60–61
uses of, 62

G
G (consonant), pronunciation of, 6
Game (poultry), 225–26
-gar verbs

preterit of, 49
spelling changes with, 303

Gender, 17–20
of adjectives, 68–70

of cardinal numbers, 109
of comparative and superlative adjec-

tives, 202
of days, months, and seasons, 111
of demonstrative pronouns, 176
for groups of mixed-gender nouns, 21
of nouns, 12
of ordinal numbers, 110, 111

Geographical names, 14, 87–89
-ger verbs, spelling changes with, 38,

303
Gerunds, 44–45

irregular, 45
object pronouns with, 182
reflexive verbs with, 87

-gir verbs, spelling changes with, 38, 303
Glasses, 169
Good-byes, 82–83
Gran, 73
Grande, 73
Greetings, 82–83
Ground floor, term for, 110
-guir verbs, spelling changes with, 39,

303
Gustar (to please, to like), 180, 181

H
H (consonant), pronunciation of, 6
Haber (to have)

future perfect of, 62–63
imperfect of, 54
past participles of, 52
perfect conditional of, 64
present tense of, 51
preterit of, 53

Hablar (to speak)
conditional mood of, 63
conjugation of, 29–30
future tense of, 60–61

Hace + que, 43
Hacer (to make, do)

conjugation of, 304
idiomatic expressions using, 40
and infinitives, 251

Hair salon, seeking help at, 167–68
Hay que + infinitive (to be necessary to),

124, 149
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Hay (there is/are or is/are there?), 149
Health problems, 239–40
Help, seeking, 166–71. See also Medical

needs
at the camera shop, 169–70
at the dry cleaner’s, 168
general questions for, 166
at the hair salon, 167–68
at the jeweler’s, 170
at the optician’s, 169
place names in, 166
at the post office, 166–67
for repairs, 168–69
for special services and needs, 171

Herbs, 228–29
Home. See House and home
Hotel accommodations and amenities,

212–13
House and home, 120, 121
”How long?”, 241–42
Hypothetical situations, 194

I
I, í (vowel), pronunciation of, 4
-iar verbs

in present subjunctive, 127
shoe verbs, 37–38
stem-changing, 302

Idioms, 39, 40, 140–41
for age, 110
definition of, 141
reflexive verbs in, 85
tener ganas de for, 96
using estar, 41

Illness, 239–41
Imperfect subjunctive, 129–30, 194
Imperfect tense, 53–57
Impersonal expressions, subjunctive

after, 192–94
Indecision, 104
Indefinite articles

as noun markers, 15
plural, 12
singular, 12

Indicative, 192–94
after superlative (to state a fact), 209
conjunctions using, 216

Indifference, expressing, 104, 191
Indirect object pronouns, 178–81
Indirect objects, 179

form for you, 174
placement of, 182–83
verbs taking, 180–81

Inequality, comparisons of, 199–206
Infinitives, 29

after conjunctions, 216–17
comparing, 206
following prepositions, 274–75
and hacer, 251
negating, 155
object pronouns with, 182
reflexive verbs with, 87
of shoe verbs, 35
with two verbs in succession, 44
used as nouns, 14

Information questions
answering, 158–62
asking, 145–49

Injuries, 240
Inns, 224
Interrogative adjectives, 145–46
Interrogative adverbs, 146–47, 160
Interrogative pronouns, 147–49
Intonation (in asking questions), 144
Introductory conversations, 82–93

discussing origins in, 87–89
family member references in, 90–91
greetings and good-byes in, 82–83
questions about nationality in,

89–90
reflexive verbs used in, 83–87
showing possession in, 91–93

Inversion
in asking questions, 144–45
following interrogative adverbs, 146

Invitations
accepting, 103, 183–84
declining, 191
direct object pronoun with, 183–84
extending, 97, 102–3, 183
indecision and indifference with,

104
indifference to, 191
refusing, 103–4
verbs for, 96–97
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Ir (to go), 45
conjugation of, 41, 304
imperfect of, 54
irregular present tense of, 60
preterit of, 51

Ir + a + definite article, 175
Ir + a + infinitive, 60
-ir verbs

conditional mood of, 63
conjugation of, 33–34
future tense of, 61
gerunds from, 44
imperfect of, 53–54
nosotros/vosotros endings for, 34
past participles of, 52–53
preterit of, 48
regular, 300–301
shoe verbs, 36–37
stem-changing, 50, 127, 301–2
stem-changing gerunds from, 44
subjunctive of, 125

Irregular commands, 136–39
Irregular verbs

commands with, 135
conjugation of, 304–6
future tense of, 61–62
imperfect of, 54
past participles of, 52–53
present tense of, 39–42
in preterit, 50–51
in subjunctive, 127
in yo form only, 39–40, 124–26

J
J (consonant), pronunciation of, 7
Jeweler’s, seeking help at, 170
Jugar (to play), 36
Jugar (ue) a + definite article, 175
Juices, 229

L
La (definite article), 12
La que, 219
Languages, definite article with names

of, 13

Las (definite article), 12
Las que, 219
Latter, 177–78
Le, 183
Leer (to read)

conditional mood of, 63
future tense of, 61

Leisure activities, 174–75. See also
Outdoor activities

Les, 183
Limits, adjectives imposing, 71
Liquid measures, 222
Ll (consonant), pronunciation of, 5, 7
Lo (definite article), 14–15, 178, 250
Lo + adjective (or adverb) + que (how),

15
Lo cual, 220
Lo que (what/that which), 220
Location

adverbs showing, 16
prepositions showing, 138–39

Los (definite article), 12
Los que, 219

M
Main floor, term for, 110
Main meals, 225–26
Mandar + hacer, 251
Más, 213
Masculine adjectives, 68–70
Masculine nouns, 17–20

endings for, 13, 19
near perfect cognates of, 23–24
perfect cognates of, 23

Materials, clothing, 250
Mayor, placement of, 202
Me, 178
Meals, selecting, 225–26
Measurement(s)

for clothing, 251
of distances, 258
dry and liquid, 222, 223

Meat, 225
Medical needs, 236–42

and body parts, 238
doctor’s visits, 240–42
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health problems, 239–40
at the pharmacy, 236–37

Medications, 236
Mejor, placement of, 202
Menor, placement of, 202
Menos, 115
Merecer (to deserve), 39
Metric system conversion chart, 245,

246
Millón, 109–10
Mirar, 175
Money

banking terms and expressions,
262–64

stock market terms, 264–65
Months of the year, 111, 112
Moods

conditional, 63–64
imperfect subjunctive, 129–30
perfect conditional, 64
perfect subjunctive, 130–31
pluperfect subjunctive, 130–31
present subjunctive, 124–29
subjunctive, 124

Movies, 175–76

N
Ñ (consonant), pronunciation of, 3, 5, 7
Nada, 155
Nadie, 155
Names

of animals, 198
of appliances, 120
of continents, 89
of countries, 87–89
of furniture, 120
geographical, 14, 87–88
of places, 100, 166

Nationality, 70, 89–90
Near future, expressing, 60
Near perfect cognates, 23–24

of adjectives, 23
of feminine nouns, 24
of masculine nouns, 23–24

Necessity, expressing, 127–28
Need, expressing, 127–28

Negation
of doubt, 192
expressing, 215
question inversions for, 145

Negative answers, 154–56
Negative commands, 135–36
Negative expressions, 156–58
Negative opinions, 191
Neuter forms

of definite articles, 14–15
of demonstrative pronouns, 177
of el que, 220
lo as, 250

New acquaintances, questioning, 150–51
Ni . . . ni construction, 155
Ninguno (not any), 156
¿No es verdad?, 144
No (not), 104–5

in negative answers, 154–56
with reflexive verbs, 105

Nos, 178
Nosotras (pronoun), 28
Noun markers, 12–16

adjectives as, 12, 16
articles as, 12–15
definite articles as, 13–15
demonstrative adjectives as, 16
indefinite articles as, 15
plural, 12
singular, 12

Nouns, 12–25
in apposition, 14
comparison of, 205–6
definite article with, 13
feminine, 17–20
gender endings for, 19–20
gender of, 12
gender-changing singular, 18–19
gender-obvious, 17–18
making plurals of, 20–22
masculine, 17–20
near perfect cognates of, 23–24
and noun markers, 12
number of, 12
perfect cognates of, 23
plural, 12
of quantity, 223
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Nouns, continued
referring to groups of people, 22
singular, 12
subject, 28
in superlative sentences, 202

Number (singular or plural)
of comparative and superlative adjec-

tives, 202
of demonstrative pronouns, 176
of nouns, 12
of pronouns, 28

Numbers, 71
cardinal, 108–10, 113
ordinal, 110–11
writing, 108
writing date in, 113

Numerals, 14, 108
Nunca, 155
Nuts, 227

O
O, ó (vowel), pronunciation of, 4
Object pronouns, 178

direct, 177, 179
double, 182–83
indirect, 178–81
position of, 182–83

Objects of prepositions
que as, 218
quién as, 218–19

Obligations, expressing, 123–24
Ofrecer (to offer), 39
Oír (to hear), 41, 304
Opinions

exclamations for, 213
expressions of, 192–93
negative, 191
subjunctive after superlative for,

208
Opposites, 202–3
Optician, seeking help from, 169
Ordinal numbers, 110–11
Os, 178
Outdoor activities, 188–89. See also

Leisure activities
Outdoor eating stands, 224

P
Paella, 226
Para (for, to), 100, 147
Para + noun, 237–38
Para + verb, 238
¿Para qué?, 147
Participles

past, 52–53
perfect, 266
present, 183, 265–66

Parts of the body, 13, 92, 238
Passive voice, 86, 260
Past participles

of irregular verbs, 52–53
of regular verbs, 52

Past tense (preterit)
forming, 48–51
imperfect vs., 54–57

Pastimes, 174–75
Patterns, fabric, 250
Pedir (to ask for), 100
Pensar (to think), 35
Peor, placement of, 202
Perdón, 152
Perdóneme, 152
Perfect cognates, 22–23

of adjectives, 22
of feminine nouns, 23
of masculine nouns, 23

Perfect conditional mood, 64
Perfect participles, 266
Perfect subjunctive, 130–31, 194
Periods (in numbers), 108
Pero (but, however), 158
Person (of pronouns), 28
Personal a, 179
Personal hygiene items, 236–37
Persuasion, 131, 141, 192–93
Pharmacies, 236–37
Phone conversations, 162–64
Photocopying services, 270–71
Photographs, 169–70
Physical challenges, seeking help with, 171
Physical conditions, hay with, 149
Place names, 100, 166

continents, 89
countries, 87–89
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Pluperfect subjunctive, 130–31, 194
Pluperfect tense, 54
Plurals

of adjectives, 70–71
with affirmative commands, 135
noun markers, 12
of nouns, 12, 13, 20–22
of pronouns, 28
of reflexive verbs, 86

Poder (to be able to, can), 45, 96, 304
Polite commands, 134–35
Poner (to put)

conjugation of, 305
irregular yo form of, 39

Por
meanings of, 98–99
for sending letters or packages, 167

¿Por qué? (why), 147, 161
Porque (because), 147
Positive comparisons, 199

of adjectives, 200–203
of adverbs, 203–5

Positive feelings, 183–84
Possession, 91–93
Possessive adjectives, 71, 91–93
Possessive pronouns, 93
Post office, seeking help at, 166–67
Preferir (to prefer), 36
Prepositional modifiers, 237
Prepositional pronouns, 101–2
Prepositions, 87, 97–100

+ qué, 148
+ quién, 148
with indirect object pronouns, 179–80
before infinitives, 274–75
with interrogative adverbs, 147
as modifiers, 237
in negative expressions, 156
objects of, 218–19
preceding interrogative adjectives,

146
in questions and answers, 162
showing location and direction,

138–39
to, for, and from, 181–82

Prescriptions, 236
Present participles, 183, 265–66

Present perfect tense, 51–53
Present progressive tense, 44–45
Present subjunctive, 124–29

in dependent clauses, 194
spelling changes in, 126

Present tense, 29–44
of irregular verbs, 39–42
of regular verbs, 29–39
uses of, 43–44

Preterit. See Past tense
Preterit perfect tense, 53
Prices

asking, 150
clothing, 251

Primero, 111
Probability

deber de + infinitive for, 123
in the past, 64
in the present, 62
in the recent past, 63
subjunctive in expressions of, 192

Producir (to produce), 39
Programs, television, 175–76
Pronouns, 28

accents for, 183
demonstrative, 175–78
direct object, 177, 179
double object, 182–83
indirect object, 178–81
interrogative, 147–49
neuter form of, 177
object, 178, 182–83
placement of, 182
plural, 28
possessive, 93
prepositional, 101–2
reflexive, 83–83, 86–87, 139, 178
relative, 217–20
singular, 28
subject, 28

Pronunciation, 2–9
accents for, 2–3
of consonants, 5–9
of diphthongs, 4–5
stress in, 2
of vowels, 3–4

Proposals, making, 134
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Public announcements, time expressions
in, 117

Pubs, 224
Purpose

conjunctions expressing, 214–15
subjunctive after conjunctions for, 214

Q
Q (consonant), pronunciation of, 7
Quality, adjectives emphasizing, 71
Quantity

adjectives of, 72, 73, 222
adverbs of, 222
measures of, 222
nouns of, 223

Que (that, which, who, whom, than), 218
in comparisons, 203–5
as object of preposition, 218
with subjunctive, 128

¿Qué? (which, what), 145, 148
answering, 161–62
answering questions with, 158–60

Qué + preposition, 148
Querer (to wish, want), 35, 96, 305
Questions

about dates, 114
about prices, 150
about something unknown, 177
about time, 114–17
answering. See Answering questions
asked of new acquaintances, 150–51
for clarifying answers, 151–52
containing desde, 43
containing hace + que, 43
to get information, 145–49
for giving and receiving directions,

139–40, 149–50
for help in stores, 122
”How long?”, 241–42
intonation in, 144
inversion in, 144–45
prepositions in answers and, 162
when seeking help, 166
yes/no, 144–45

Quién (whom), 218–19
Quién + preposition, 148
¿Quién (es)? (who, whom), 147, 148, 161

R
R (consonant), pronunciation of, 8
Reciprocal action, 86
Reconocer (to recognize), 39
Reducir (to reduce), 39
Reflexive pronouns, 83–83, 86–87, 178

placement of, 182
with reflexive verbs, 139

Reflexive verbs
choosing correct, 85–86
commands with, 139
in compound tenses, 86–87
with infinitives and gerunds, 87
in introductory conversations,

83–87
no with, 105
question inversions with, 145
with subjunctive, 185

Refusal, expressing, 103–4
Regionalisms, 22
Regular verbs

-ar verbs, 29–32
conjugation of, 29–34
-er verbs, 32–33
future tense of, 60–61
imperfect of, 53–54
-ir verbs, 33–34
past participles of, 52
polite commands with, 134–35
present tense of, 29–39
preterit of, 48
shoe verbs, 35
subjunctive of, 125

Relationship, expressions of, 93–94
Relative adjectives, 220
Relative clauses, 217
Relative pronouns, 217–20

el cual, 219
el que, 219
lo que (lo cual), 220
que, 218
quién, 218–19

Renting cars, 256
Repairs, 168–69
Restaurants, 224, 230–32

animals in, 212
and dietary restrictions, 231–32
etiquette for, 231

I N D E X

318

26 (283-322) back matter  8/1/03  10:41 AM  Page 318



problems in, 232
table settings in, 230

Rice, 226
Rooms, hotel, 212–13

S
Saber (to know a fact, to know how to)

conjugation of, 305
irregular yo form of, 39

Salad, 226
Sales, clothing, 251
Salir (to go out, to leave)

conjugation of, 305
irregular yo form of, 39

San, 74
Santo, 74
School expressions and terms, 198–99
Se, 178, 183
Seafood, 226
Seasonings, food, 228–29
Seasons, 14, 111, 112
Seguir (to follow or continue), 39
Señora, 83
Señorita, 83
Sentirse (ie) (to feel), 84, 241
Ser (to be)

with adjectives, 74–76
conjugation of, 41, 305
imperfect of, 54
preterit of, 51

Servir (to serve), 37
Shoe repairs, 168
Shoe sizes, 246
Shoe verbs, 35–38
Sí, 101
Si clause, 194
Singular

noun markers for, 12
of nouns, 12
of pronouns, 28

Sino (but), 158
Sizes, clothing, 245–46
Son, 115
Soups, 225
Special needs, seeking help for, 171
Spelling changes

in present subjunctive, 126

with verbs, 303–4. See also
Shoe verbs

Spices, 228–29
Sports, 188–89
Standby, flying, 255
Stationery supplies, 270
Stem-changing verbs. See also Shoe verbs

conjugation of, 301–3
gerunds from, 44–45
in present subjunctive, 126–27
in preterit, 50

Stock market, 264–65
Stores

departments in, 245
getting help in, 122
types of, 121

Stress
accent marks for, 3
in pronunciation, 2
when making nouns plural, 21

Subject(s)
of commands, 134
names of academic, 199
nouns as, 28
pronouns as, 28, 135
in question inversions, 145
with subjunctive, 129
verb forms with, 29

Subjunctive
after conjunctions, 214–17
after impersonal expressions,

192–94
after superlatives, 208–9
avoiding, 129
conditions for using, 124
conjunctions using, 216
to express emotions and feelings,

184–85
in expressing doubt, denial, disbelief,

and probability, 192
imperfect, 129–30, 194
perfect, 130–31, 194
pluperfect, 130–31, 194
present, 124–29, 194
reflexive verbs with, 185
of regular verbs, 125
in relative clauses, 217
sequence of tenses of, 194
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Subjunctive, continued
in third person commands, 214
verbs irregular in, 127

Suggestions, making, 174
Superlative(s), 199–200

absolute, 207–8
of adjectives, 200–203
of adverbs, 203–5
expressions of, 208
of nouns, 205–6
subjunctive after, 208–9

T
Table settings, 230
Tan, 213
Tan + adjective or adverb + como

(as . . . as), 206
Tanto(-a, -os, -as) + noun + como (as

much/many . . . as), 206–7
Tapas bars, 224
Te, 178
Telephone conversations, 162–64
Television, 175–76
Telling time, 114–17
Temperature, 190
Tener (to have)

conjugation of, 42, 96, 305
to express health problems, 239
idioms using, 42
and personal a, 179

Tener ganas de (to feel like), 96
Tener que, 123–24
Tengo . . . años, 110
Tenses. See also Moods; specific tenses

compound, reflexive verbs in,
86–87

conditional, 194
future, 60–62
future perfect, 62–63
imperfect, 53–57
pluperfect, 54
present, 29–44
present perfect, 51–53
present progressive, 44–45
preterit, 48–51, 54–57

preterit perfect, 53
of the subjunctive, 194

Tercero, 111
Third person commands, 214
Tilde, 3
Time

conjunctions expressing, 214
of day, definite article with, 13
telling, 114–17. See also Tenses

Titles (of rank or profession), 13
“To” forms. See Infinitives
Traducir (to translate), 39
Traer (to bring)

conjugation of, 305
irregular yo form of, 39

Traffic accidents, 259
Traffic lights, 258
Train travel, 256
Transportation, 137–38
Travel

by airplane, 254–55
by car, 256–59
hotel accommodations and amenities,

212–13
by train, 256

Tú (pronoun), 28

U
U, ú (vowel), pronunciation of, 4
-uar verbs

in present subjunctive, 127
shoe verbs, 37–38
stem-changing, 303

Ud. (usted), 28
Uds. (ustedes), 28
-uir verbs

preterit of, 48
shoe verbs, 37
stem-changing, 302

Un (indefinite article), 12, 109
Una (indefinite article), 12, 109
Unas (indefinite article), 12
Uncertainty

expressions of, 192
subjunctive after conjunctions for, 214
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Unknowns, asking about, 177
Uno (indefinite article), 12, 109
Unos (indefinite article), 12
Usted (Ud.), 28
Ustedes (Uds.), 28

V
V (consonant), pronunciation of, 8
Vegetables, 226–27
Venir (to come), 43, 306
Ver (to see)

conjugation of, 306
imperfect of, 54
irregular yo form of, 39
preterit of, 51

Verbs. See also Infinitives
for certain activities, 175
for commands, 136–37
comparison of, 206
conjugation of, 29, 300–306
for invitations, 96–97
irregular, 304–6
irregular in subjunctive, 127
irregular in yo form only, 124–26
moods of. See Moods
with nouns referring to groups, 22
object pronouns and agreement of,

179
perfect participles of, 266
as present participles, 266
present participles with, 265–66
reflexive, 83–87
regular, 300–301
shoe verbs, 35–38
spelling-change, 303–4
stem-changing, 301–3
taking direct objects, 180
taking indirect objects, 180–81
tenses of. See Tenses
of wishing and wanting, 128

Voices, passive and active, 86, 260
Volver (to return, go back), 36
Vosotras (pronoun), 28
Vosotros (pronoun), 28
Vowels

in diphthongs, 4–5
pronunciation of, 3–4

W
W (consonant), pronunciation of, 6
Wanting, 128
Weather, 149, 190–91
Wines, 229
Wishing, 128
Wonder

in the past, 64
in the present, 62

X
X (consonant), pronunciation of, 8

Y
Y (and)

in expressions of time, 115
in numbers, 109

Years, 113
Yes, answering, 154
Yes/no questions, asking, 144–45
Yo (pronoun), 28
“You’re welcome,” 103

Z
Z (consonant), pronunciation of, 9
-zar verbs

preterit of, 49
spelling changes with, 304

I N D E X

321

26 (283-322) back matter  8/1/03  10:41 AM  Page 321



About the Author

Gail Stein has an M.A. in French literature from New York University
and has taught French and Spanish in New York City public junior and
senior high schools for more than thirty-three years. She has authored
numerous text and trade books in both languages. Mrs. Stein has also
assisted in a revision project of the French curriculum for the New York
City Board of Education and has served as an adjunct professor to St.
John’s University in its Early Admission Extension Program. She has
given presentations and demonstration lessons at numerous foreign lan-
guage conferences and has had her lessons videotaped by the New York
City Board of Education for national distribution. Mrs. Stein has been
recognized in the 2000 and 2002 editions of Who’s Who Among
America’s Teachers.

26 (283-322) back matter  8/1/03  10:41 AM  Page 322

Copyright 2004 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. Click Here for Terms of Use.




